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[Prioe iSiaipcw*: 



Tho first thing- wliich requires acrioas attentioa is tho evident 

attempt to Bupersedo fcfio gfiiciftl tvutburit; of Swedenborg. as tlie 
herald uf a new diappiiaatichn, by tracing- his discoveries to 
BpeoieB of self-derived intelligence, wiiich that eolightened autbc 
so cautiously rejects. 

We are iDformed by this leameil writer, '*■ that these diaooverif 
hftve been brought to light from a. profound insight into the coa'^ 
neetion of aU outward pfcjeL^ts und evciita with their first gre 
Cause, Bin) into tho roeans by whidi thc-ir development ia efl 
feeted;"* where&s, no nooxier are we entered upon the study 
of tha " ArcftttB Celcstio-, " and while standing upon tho threshold m 
the ^nered temple, than we are instructed in the contrary opinioD,J 
aud find that nothing short of a peculiar and divine illumination 
the autlior was aulficient for this ent). Wo arc assured that if w< 
attempt to explaiTi tUo rayaterlea of faith by acientifiuB we ara^ 
immediately repelled ; for it is as impoasible for a eamel to go 
through the eye of a needle, or a rib bono to enter into and direat 
tho purest fibrils which compoao the breast and the heart, as for 
a rkh man t to enter thf kingdom of heaven, or even to see the 
temple of truth ; that so crass aud dense Is the gensual and 
sciootific power ia relation to things spiritual, celestial, and divine, 
that he who foliowB this eourae of investigation ia liable to fall into 
Lnnuraera'blc errors ; for they who conaiilt the things of scienee ia 
matters of faith terminate their career generally in denial, doubt, 
and darkness, and thus fall into all kinds of evils and lusts., which 
originate in false opinions.]: 

To eonfirm this view of the divine illnciLaation of our author, 
and the discrete nature uf his discoveries, we are in poaacsaion of 
the testimony of one who had it from bis own hpsj aiul who had 
very eaiitloualy examined the whole of Itis theological writings — 
rino who was snffieicTitly q^ualified by theological Hcicnce both an- 
cient and modern — one who had daily intereourao with Swedcnborg, 
and who thoroughly watched with intense aniiety and intercat the 
whole of hia conduct — a testimo-ny, which is becoming more and 
more interesting every day we live, from tho changing circum- 
stances and events hy which we are suiroundcd, and vfhich are 
fully confirmatory of this eTidcnee. § 
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* Sec Preface, p. 4. I 

1' Ttie tenti rirJt, n& a epiritoal idcn, cr|ually app'lics tn all kinds of weiaUliil 
F.iuiitA! as *vell as inatci-iaL. f A.C, 233. 

j '' Pot QiysdJ', wliilat 1 nm reading, ncldiu' lii» uaioG aov Lite lU^itj'' of 
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AltliOugli Swedcntorg waa ^uitaTtly pt«parcd by tte order of 
DirioQ Providence, by laws of A pbyeical aDil moral bind, tbat 
were nccesaaiy for bis mental COflSiitfitioti (ind the development 
neecsaarily required in liitm bM a prepELFfLtiOQ fur tbe opciiiMg of his 
gpLritua.1 aight, and wbicli he very accurately and fully describee in 
the " Arcana Celestia," yet he cautiously wama bis leaders ftgftipet 
any expectations or desires after tbe like conimuuicatluas, and 
ehoiva that such protem&tural discoveries are neither, in genera), 
to be entertained n&r even deaired. Such notices so frequenUj 
occur as to require uo new or confirmatory reference. This prin- 
ciple must iie carefully preserved in the laiad of his renders, lest 

tia persDU passes before my eyes, whiiih he Indeed hinii^clf wishra Co extjn- 
guiehj in oraec llutt the reader may only liold iii lionour tlie holineBS iif the 
euljjccts on which lie treats ; and I am no longer led to iQnuire by wliat 
deep att&lnnH'iitH Jn science sjid philosophy tie haJ arrived at ot;lebrIty 
before the yt^t IHA i hni sny whsle euJ^j^vour is to aequire ft mEiojiid 
jud^ent oi hia tlmosophlcai doctrjn-nis, acooriiin^ to tlie true bibLicuJ 
thoosDphy. Betddtss, it ia JmpoBAJljle to see divitic things, iwch os all those 
which relate to the kingilom of tine Lord, Hcit*eu, aiid the Church, hi anj 
«>tli4>r tliHn 1. divine, tlmt ie heavenly li^ht. Sudi ttihige eau receive nu 
light from tlie light of nature, or the sun -of tlit natural world, or, U3 vtv miiiy 
say, from tlie patn|p of all natural suieni'cs v^'hi«h fait under tliu name of 
philosophy and the merely horn an undera tan ding, be ttiey as pure ei 
possiblo. Ulliloulitedly, what is Huperior ean fliiw into what is iiirerjoc, l>ut 
not vice vert& : and the muhn derived from llEaven can tUua-CriLle and correct 
the trutliB derived from tivs world, but not these tbe former. We certainly 
■tand in need of illumination from the Lord und Saviour UirougEi tlie 
heavens, to be enahW to understand what is spiiilual and celestial:, u'Eiich 
may theii be confirmed with nion, ibrough iinioual and naiiiral wiencts, 
providcil we do not believe tliat poww mid strength are derived from 
iIjo laltef. I al.io rtmenilier that Swedeiihorg no where depends in his 
theologicul writiuga npon the scientific ^ihiloaophical urincipleH he had 
learned before, nor argues from tbem ; sdH less Joes be draw forth liii 
argnraenta from mccliaiiLca) philosophy ; from the motian, rest, figwre, 
position, or prcipcrties «f matter 5 from natural phenomena ; nor doea h* 
defend the nature and property of spiritua] things by lliem, ferasmuch as diey 
luv as distant as the poles from natural things, althougb they (^uiiicide iu 
appearatiee ;nt Lhe«amc time timt he bo^ himself a kiiowlcdgt; of ihie hranuh 
of philoanijhy, and BCronirly reconimeikda the pursuit of it to oLhere. lis says 
that he is irtdehieJ foi' ail hia thcoluftieal doetrineaj and all the dear enjiia- 
iiation of the holy prophecies, to the Word of God aluuL-, and to the iUumina- 
tion of the Loj-il. Hut, in propoi-don as we form a m<arc impei-feel^ view of 
t1]ose ibmg?, tiic more tve are cori'l-^^ iu Buflering the trito liaQwI&dgu of 
tJod to obtain a right, forni in our huilbrta ; Oiid the Itas mC meditAtii lipOQ th« 
imlinitc wisdom and divine hiiliricBB of the Word, uncndoiived with a right 
coneeption of il, the further we are removed fwitn tbe seieiice of all eelenee?, 
whlchisualledtheaeicncB of corrcepondenciea." — I^Uiir 0/ J}r. Begier to l>r, 
Vellitiffer. Int. Hep. voL i., p. '225.— IBU. 
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tliej bTiouM be ledagtrny by (ho, delusions of fnthiislnsra oh tlie 
one side^ and by tbe dreaniB of tlic mp(a)ihyBieian on the uther — 
tlie one the road to fanaticif^m, anil tho other the by-path to 
infidelity. To preserve the membera of the new church frur* 
cither of iboae estfemefl, it la eascntint to have their minda fu 
cHtablished in the dli^mc; mission of Sw-edenborg, as the e; 
lightened herald of the new dispensation. 

2. The readers of Swedenborg bboold caiitloitftly attend to th 
new definition of the law of oorrespondeney as suggested hj this 
writer. The poison whi^ch it contains, ie wrought up in the eom- 
pouiid with nil the art and sltill of the apotbeoat-y, and as a Uttle 
leaven tt worlts effectuaHy, for it pervades the whole mass. Talte 
tho fullowingdose as aBpeeimen, and watch how it, operates, and 6ee 
hnw Boon it will act upon the body and bouI, to the annihilation 
of all the hring powGr§ in the Bystem of new church theology : 

" Every object of the nuimal, vegetable, »nd tninoral kingdoma, 
of nature conaiderod as a whole, is actually produced by tho 
medium of the human will and inttllcct, and vnriea according to 
the changes in the state of human affections and thoughts, that is, 
niicording to the stofo of tho Church, iiniversallynnd particularly j 
and therefore it is called a theatre in -wbiiih the Lord's kingdom 
of love and light, or the oppositi^ kingdom of wiuliednese and folly, 
ia represented, The objects of tlie senses have no existence sepa- 
rKte from the eause of lis existence. The world of spaOe and its 
BHCcesaive ebaiigca are gut-birtba of our worlds of affection and of 
thought, and they are so intimately connectod, that the former 
rould neither hare exiatei before the lattor, nnr without it ; and, 
therefore, Swedenborg most truly says, that all thinga are crcalcd 
through man, the percipient being." 

tn Contrast to all this parude, which is purely hypotheticn 1 , 
S".-ed<?nborg has pretusely defined the distinction that esista 
between the natural and apiiitunl worlda in the gi'eater and in 
the lesse-r form— in the macrocosm and in the microcosm. To 
prevent error and miatalie, end even confusion and mixture, on 
the:^Q points, he first aaserta the distinction between each, and 
defines them snparately. When asserting the separate cStsteUce 
of the natural world, he explain* what ho means by the expression, 
All ikwf}f helow ths Sim. thai reccipie Hi heat and its h<jl\l, and 
qU iliC tfbJGcts tohkh thmse sulsisi.* And yet in the very teeth 

* " Tlib v-liulo uiituTBl wurld correipanila to tlie siuritusl norid ; and no 
»r1y th? natural world ovUevtivel)', l>uC bIsu iu its mdividiml parts ; wljatever 
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of tiiia defiaidon, so poaitive and certa'm, thia' new diaciple eets 
aaiite tlic fluthorilj of our author, nnd iiiLroducca to our Dotiee tlio 
worlJ of space and its Biiccesaive ehangea as the out-birthB inereSy 
of our affections a.TiJ thoughta : aa ciaily (iocs he get rid of the 
Dfttural world, and baiiiah it into the realtua of darltnesa,* 

The foundation being removed, he tlien erects a superatructurs 
which is basetl upon aand. 

Aa thia learned and romantic writer can ao en&iljr remove from 
hia thoughts the divine mission and illuraination of Swedenbor;;. 
it ia not surprising that he proceeds further. One fal&e step 
leads to many. A new hypothesis is eonalrueted, by W-hich th-e law 
of eorreapondency ia changed to meet tlio approbation of-th&se 
infidel writers ehiefly diatiijguiahed for their virulence and cdo- 
tempt of the Holy Seripturea, Firat standing in the way of 
emners, he aooa appears seated in tlie acorn^^r'a chair 

3. Origcn ia hia type, and from him he aelccta aome points that 
may answer the intended purpoac, — and what ia more wo^nderful, 
the character which he hero givea of thia learned Father, with 
fiome little emendation, ia the most correct deaoriplion of his own 
little j>erforin!inL'e. "The abuse which he pours out against the 
literal sense of the Holy Scriptures, and his acurrilcLia jeats against 
cTen the person -of the Lord, iu order to e.valt the spinUial sense, 
Arf: as disgusting as tltej arc chil<i!ah and irrational, and yet the 
expositions of the spiritual senao which lie Jias givcu, are laauy 0-f 
them admiriLle, and as correct as if he had possessed the true 
key M the opening of tti@ Scriptures ia the acicnce of con-e- 

thcTEfore, n>bjel^t iu the natural world ^xiata from Hom^Iiiiig in tlie B[jiritus.l 
world, in caJlcd its correeiKjndeiit. It la tn be observed that the natur&l 
Wiitld exists and Btilraistfi fritm tlia spiritual world) jUH-t ht thfr effect eiisU 
from its cflidM^t cause- All thai is called the untural world whicli lit^ below 
llie sun, au-d tliencs peoeives its heat aud light, and all Lh« objpirts n'hluh 
lliciics BubaJBt lieloug to tliat world ; but the Bpiritual worM is Heaven, oiid 
tho oliJMlH of tliat world are all that ar(» in thH Leavcna," — II. H., B9. 

'* " Siii-ce man is bivlli a lieaven aiida world In miniature, furmi?d after Ule 
image of heaven aud tlie wiirld at k-irge, he also has belonging to him both k 
sjiiritual and a, natural wuflit, TUs ilite?iorR, wliiuh bdung tu hia mind, aild. 
buve relation to Uia uiiderHtonitiiig au4 will, cniustitute hia BjiirLtual world ; 
but hia exteriors, wliich Eieluti^'' U) liis liod^, and bave reficrcncs to his scnec^ 
and ai^tions, eoiistitute his iintural world. Wliatever, therefore, aki:At9 ia hi-s 
natural wprld, tliat ia, hi hie body, witlt its seu'wa and actions by derivation 
fruiD hia apirilual world, from liiH tiiiud, witli iia uutleratandiDg and wiil, la 
called iu correap^adent.'" lb. 90. 





!poD>iI«ncjeB."* Sd true It \s, that the spiritB of d&rkaesi ci 
eaailj transForm tVnjmBolvca into aiigeU oi light. 

There Iiavo heon aomc persons who liBvo faiaely aecuaed tb' 
rliacipiea of Swcdcnborg of Blighting or neglecting the literal text 
pf tho IIolj Scriptures, a& if it were uaelcBa and uniniportQut ; but 
BWfih a cliarge must appear grouncUesa if the real doptrinea of our 
author are to be the criterion. If there hn,ve been a. few pcrHona, 
likethe writer of the "Family Record," who have giren anyeolour- 
aUe foundation for the currency of thia opinion, it only shows 
with how little care they hare read and digeated the theology of 
Swedenborg.t The dootrino of the Sacred Scripture, aa one of 
the four leading doctrinea, ia so pjirticuUrf being alone sufficient to 
show the absurdity and falaehood of snfh a charge, that it requires 
no comment but a practical esposition of one of the priucipol 
tcrma in_oi'dor to convey a fuH demon atrntion of tho groundleaa 
nature of the liypothesis which ia bo covertly introduced to give 
currency to this novel opinion. Thia we will endesTonr to prove 
by a practical elucidation of tb'e uae of the Ibim clait d X in the 
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• Ppef. p. 21. 

t j\lHiut di« time tlint this litil« Ibouk firatmad'e its. spp^flny ice, there 
vas in Lcinilon & smiil) class of readers nf Sweden boi'f^, who became inocu- 
lated flitli its solieme of iElpnlitj', nr4 they fell into hoiiip extnivHgaiit nnitions- 
Kot well, if lit nil iiaquiibted with tliu groiinilB of honian Imowledge, tlifa 
new hj-pfttbeaiB seemtil lo solve all their inquiries. A paper was pint ifilo 
mj-baQil to pctiigc, wHtt«n by one of the KuppAsed ad^^pta. It solved iill 
th-B cij-HtericB ofniLvIgntinn b/ this ciirioua and iriJigic art: the declination 
lit (be oarlh, tha magnetic needle, the variation of die conipa$»<, and th^^H 
icy piile» vein At onc« rf^duccl into order hy it. A new ipilkDniiim wa^^^ 
anticipated, in liannonj' with ilia regcneiiition of man, wliifh wan tn^^ 
irhauge Hie position of tbc gkibe, MiA lA nil tliiihga npon it. The iilfAs tbey 
?itti?rtai£ie>d wer? a]l imtuntl, but origiiuttiug in epirituiil cansjrs ; etill it wns J> 
wortdly kLngdoin tliut had the 5ir«-eiiiiReuc«, under the nmn-e nnil nuuilf of 
spiritn&l principles. In Bnmc pnrticiilara this paper rec-allcd tn my muid a 
Tbw novelticB in tlifit aMumrlg Jlhilosophical riJiuancc, a tvork ^hich IHUiy be^H 
e\ea now read with improvement, Dr. Burnet's Sacred Theory of Ihe Earth. ^H 

J « When the o-ritinga of Eraaiinel Swedenhorg are attentively pemsedj " 
Mid well digcatC'J nml incorfio rated into tbe life, they Imve a l^'udenoy to 
opefn tlic nndcrKtnndinig of the devout reader to a ulearer and fuller eompre- 
hdnsion of the pi-Aper Meaning of ccrtfiin i.fiitTart tenna, wliicli abmund in all 
lAngoBges, hut wbii-h, being frEqucntlj- niiHtakcn and miectpprchcndcd h^ tliB 
i-arolesB anil irti^onsldenite, ore Iho fruitful eourt;o of ei-ror and migchief. 
Tlii& adviMitjiKe, r-eaulting from tlie above doctrines, mn/ pcrhapa be natis- 
filCtoHly accounted for, from th* disUnctiom thrj' point out rcBpectiHg th«j 
several H?naeB of the SACaES ScariiiiaKa, and the several degrees c~ 
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Sacred Scripture, as coii[irmD.fory of the uae and importance of 
llio literal text f or, to show its power of iiilerpretation, this exam* 
{lie, in liarmouy witli its Epiritual s<^ii&&, maj l>e presented to the 
reader'B attention. 

In Genesis, n'e read tbat .TehnTah Baiil, / do set my bow in 
the clovdf as a token of a covenant h-etu-eeii me and thee, is. 13. 
5he bow in the cloud re preacnta wiiat ia epjiitual in the. natural, 
in relation to the regeneration of man. The rnys of a dlviuc light 
originate in one Bouree, the Sun of Wisdom— the great fountain 
of light, — but these aro represented through diverse mediiunB ; 
such mediums as the literal text is adapted to afford, by which alone 
the diviue opemtion worka, and the spiritual acnee is opened and 
developed, In Exodus it Is said that the glory of Jehottah ap- 
peared, or teas eeeti in the cloud, svi. 10: it aignifies the 
prescnco of the Lord manifested in his divine truth accommodated 
to exterior perception. Glory ia cxpresaivo of the divine pre- 
sence — the cloud, of thernedium through which it is seen, viz., the 
literal ecaae of the Word ; for, without llie latter, the former 
could neither he apprehended nor received. So we read that 
Moses went up, and a cloud corcred the mojoitain, Esod. xxiv. 15 ; 
Mosea representing the Uteml sense i^-his ascent to the niountnin, 
the elevation towards heaven or interior things. By a eloud 
cohering the mountain, Exod. xiv. 15, is represented the O'hacurc 
atatc of the mind irhile only in the reception of the literal text ; 
for the whole of this chapter treats o-f the quality of the Word as 
given through the mediate heaven. 

It ia BQid that Jehovah descended in a cloud:, Num. si. 25. 
ElipresaionB of this kind, when applied to Deity, the editor of the 
" Family Record" treats with mi5ch flippancy and contempt^ aa if 
fit only fof a harbftrous and unGnligbtcned people, hecau^e the 
ideas are clothed in oatciral language; hut the covering is eimple, 
and well adapted to eonyey th& spiritual idea. After the like 

human mini] and intelligence formed fiir the Rpprehenaioti and reception of 
these senses : — a habit of diwritiii nation is tlius fMiquiretl, whlcli extenda eyea 
to tbo cN[>rpsBi(in» yf fpetch." — Int. Rep. First StriM, vul. ij., p. 9. 

It E^htiTjId lie ]ireiMi8ed,thivt"tSieliternlBenHCfrftlio Word \a eailcda eliMd, 
l«cauae tiic ilI^eRllll sense, whicli ie called p/on/, cunnOt be eotaprrheBdeJ by 
inaDiC-kct^jit hu be regeuerated, and in eui-h cose illuHtraU'il ; tbo intenial 
eense dF dra Word, or Truth Divine in its ^ory, if iiappfurtd Ijdflre a man 
not rep^ncralfdj wuuld be as tliiiik darlineas, in which lie would see nuthin; 
Bt oil, und alBu by tvLicb lie would be bliuded, ttiat ie, bulieve nothing."— 
A. C,,HHf6, 



fe- 



mfenflr, it 18 said, thai a cfowd covered the tml of the ccngro- 

gation, and thnt, ihe chud of Jehovah loas -on the tabernacle 6y 
day. Num. is. 15. 16, reiircspfttntive of » state of ]}glit preseated 
through the medium of the literal text acconiniodated to the.tliea 
exi:9tiag obscure Bta(o of the church. Remove tlie doud, and ths 
h^ht ivhich it conceaU could not l^c rceeLved ; it 19 too brigbl 
nnd pierDiug for the EpirUuul organiButioii, while man ia in this 
Iniver state of existeooe. The glory of the iaterior wag tboreforo. 
soiled Of sliftdeJ ; or protected by Cherutini, u guard to preserve 
tlio w«y to the tree of hfe,* Nouo ean 'Cuter eiccpt (hose who] 
are made receptive of good, which ia a, preparatioa gi'ouaded in! 
tlie iiaturo of thiage and in the order of the regenerate life. ij 

Concerning the leraeljtish Church, as the representative oi 
shadoff of the true Christian Church, wo read: In the day time\ 
aho he led them hy a cloud, and all the night vnth a light of fire ; 
and, that he spread a cloud for a ctyseTing, and fire io give iTpSU m 
the night. Exod, xUi. 21, 22. Ho the light isY-ommmucatod in ac- 
cordance with all the changes of state either in the complex or id 
evoty^ particular. The same idea is preserved in the liinguage of 
prophecy : And the Lord ^rAll create upon every flace t^ Mount M 
Zion, and upon her assejnbiies, a cloud and svaoke by day, atid the V 
fhining of a faming fire hy night : for upon alt the glory shall 
he a defnnce, a covering. And there shall be a tahernasle for a 
shad&io in the day timefroin the heat, and for a place of refuge, 
and for a eovert f-om storm and from rain. I&a. iv, 5, 6. The 
Biimmarj of the spiritual sense in. this chapter appears to unfold fl 
the eonservative principle Attendant on the heavenly light to ™ 
prevent ita prnfanation and abuse. The literal and spiritual sense 
oF the Word mutunlly agree, to confirm its adaptation for develop- 
ment in the eomraun illation of Buperior and divine light, in exact 
proportion to the depressed oi- elevated atates. and neMSBitka of 
the finite mind, throughout all the progresaiona of time and eternity. 

The term cloud, as it occurs in the litornl test of the Holy 
Writings, wlien considered ia relation to tho term glory as its spirit 
and life, ia eqaolly contirnifttory of thia interpretation and the im- 
portant uflea to which it is subaervient throughout every part of 
the Holy Word. It ia astonishing to observe the precision and 
accuracy of its use, as a medium receptive of light in harraony with, 
or in Accommodation to, the Taried statea and powers of the human 
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mind. It ie by views of this kind obtained bj the laws of this 
divine ftnalogy, that we feel the peculiar force and salutAry 
tfficaey of the literal text — the subject, however, of sport nud 
amusement to thia aorioua expounder of the theology of Sweilen- 
borg. SflBietimes he ia compellcii to acknowledge ita ilistiniitive 
effiijaey, but he hns ft aitigiilar methud of evading its force. 
" But though, from Analogy, the correspond en try between light 
flad truth, the eye and the intellect, may readily he ftdmilted, 
their real COirespOndenCy is mot ao caaily understood ; becauso it 
ia not 80 obvious that the light, which, in ita modifications con- 
stitutes our objecta of sight, is from within, nnd could liare no 
exist^nee independent of the mind; feince, wilhoiit the mind, it 
would want the very ground or eause for its production, and where 
there ia no cause th«re can te no effuct."* The ovaaion ia te- 
niar-kable — the logic of the Berkeley school ; and how astounding 
the iaformatiou, that a body without a soul is notliiug ! Should 
he uot have taught his simple readers, in the language of common 
^en&e, that dead luatter and living matter possess distinctive pro- 
perties, and tiiat tlio oue can exist separately without the other? 
It ia in this way that ho compounds things and qualities, which 
ehoittd hi) presented Bcpavatt; uiid diatiuct. 

It 19, however, by s. clear aualyeis of the terms adopted liy 
Swedenhorg, that wo are taught the value and important uses of 
the iiterftl test, ab the media of a divine comTO'unicatLOD , and we 
perceive tho superior degrees of illumination it is adapted to 
impart- Expressions which appear add and uiiiuteSligible to Ihe 
thoughtless and uti instructed miml. are in reality opened by the 
interior aengo into a wider range of thought and more expansive 
views of the mysterious coustitutioii of the divine government. 
In tbe book of Ezekicl, eh. i,, the external sphere of the Word ia 
thus opened nud illustrated by the idea of a cloud : And I looked, 
and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud, and 
afire ivfolding itself, and a brightness ^can ahout it, and ov.t of the 
midst thereof as the colour of amher, out of the midst of tlte fire. 
From which e.xprcssions we see the relation of the whole to 
tbe essential perfections of Deily, ns the basis of the spiritual 
economy, and couduetiag ttie mysterious developmcuts of the 
divine operations. And so it ia said of Jehovah : That cfouds and 
darknest are round about him, and that hia faithfulneau and his 



lytdh reacheth nnto tie chudi : That AiJ strenfft,h is in the cloudi ; 
nnd, That he -maWs the clvudg his char'ot, and that he covers the^ 
hfaEens toith clouds. Cuncermng the 6ecotiJ advent of the Lord, 
it ift said : And tJun •<hnll appear the sign of the Son of Man in 
heaven : and than shall tho tribes of the. t-arth uwum, aJid shall 
see the Son of Man, romintj in the cloitds of heaxitn, with power 
aiid viuck glajy- Bj the analysis of tlie term chttd, when itSii 
interior meaning is deseloped, the true chariicler and qiialitj df 
the B*dond ooitling of Christ in the clouds of }ieaven nppears to te, 
the imfdlding of the spiritual sense of the Word ; but it is through 
the medium of the literal test; ciouds of hea-cen signifying thosiC 
things vrhich are in rdatioa to the external senile — and ghrjf tbABe 
things whi-ch relate to the apiritiial sense. By a, ciompariao& of 
those passages in whii>h the term cloud is used, we thus obtail 
a 9atiafact6ry deduction of its spirituid Eatcrpretatioil. 

It is from definitions thus ntiiily tic lily broTJglit out of tlio prmJ 
cipal terms oi' the litefii) text, that we perceive the true charactet 
of a divine composition., formed and moulded by material imageryj 
in accordance to tho hiws of a diviae nnulogy between the CBsenca' 
and the outward form or corresponding elFect. 

The ciLuse and the efiect separatclj exist ty diBCrete laws, and 
yet they are in relation or conjoint operation. The material 
forme, or outward or Uteral expressions, are t5ic clouds of heaten, 
through which medium the light of truth is conveyed ; but if these 
natural expressions are not first introduced as a basis or ultimate, 
the mind could never rise in its developments to the interior &nal 
heavenly pripciplea as the end of thq divine commuaccation. 

There arc eonie properties in the appearances of the etoudj I 
whicli offer a more refined and extended view of another species oCj 
pnaloj^ica! interpretation. The cloud, is the subject of Bftanyl 
doubtful and deceptive appearances, of constant changes anAI 
diversified modifications, as being never one and precisely thej 
same- A variety of appearances is tbo result. Such ar 
the various results from the roere operation of the literal textt 
separated from the interior light. The literal text, like ths 
uberubim and the flaming sword, turns every way. to prevent 
injury by false associations to those wJio study and receive it,| 
For as the material forma of speech are the basis or ultimate of 
our natural espresaioas: — and tbcso are first introtluced imper- 
ceptibly iuto the mind — it can only bo gradually elevated, by 
distinct degrees, to tho more interior prlneiplee whicli it dovelopea. 
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From thia cause we may trace in the hiatory of the Christian 
Chiireli those innumerable varieticH in the iiss of thrologienl terms, 
as the mother of controversy and logomachy.* If the cloud, 
therefore, aa a theological term, ia introduced flniilogi tally ae a 
prepared medium for the communication of light, it is in, itself the 
eabject of innunicrohlc changes, as ■well as the mental forms of 
the humanized orgaiiisati{»n. The parallelism is simikr, and yet 

• " NuTV the tecinrieal t*rmfi of Theoln.j^ are peculiarly open ta such an 
«bilBE>. TLey ore not like tliosc nf Matlieniatirs or Phj-sica, restricted to one 
particiilair Ben&e, in which excUiMivtly tliey must b« understood, or e\i& the 
whole Htnicturo of the sejenee falls to the grguiid. Nor arfl tbey even aa de- 
finite as moral terms in general, indeftnite aa tlieae arpf when compared with 
those of tlie exBj^t scieiirea. It lias been aciiCely remarked, that tvhiiist technical 
terms are tlie 'lights of science' tliev have been in many inatancea ttie 
'shades of religion,' And lliat insWail of lieJng invariably 'signs' of tSie 
ideas, whicli they were intended to perpetuate, they eometimefibeuome their 
' monumente ; — ' not sigiia, so much as meninrialfl of iilea9,^vhieh did properly 
belong to tlipm, hut liave now jiasaed from them.t Technical terms in 
religion become in fact the popular {entis-. For example, no one thinka, when 
hv neeg the (enn Jiistifivstion, that he is using a tv-clniiefvl term. Some may 
be surprised, or even ofTc^ndcd, nhi'n the temi ia. spoken of aaatechnii^lone; 
Bt^ far has tei:linit-al language in religion passed into fummon aiid popular use, 
Henee the vnguencBB to mliich tlin-t languHge ia pcpulimly subject — a TaguB- 
neea no care of even the most perapiiiuouB anil exact writer can entirely ob- 
viAtc. To Bome, tltat language will convey nn defiuit^ mcsjiing;. Some will 
t&ke it in ita original sense, otheri in a secondary one; and different bearers, 
perhaps each iTi a dlfrereut sense ; each ascribing to it th« vaidoua complex 
notions whiuh have grown around jt hi his Qvm a^oeialion;. The very 
BolomuJly too, attaching to religione terms as nymbols of Divine Trutfa, ia apt 
to awaken afeeliiig of luyfetidaiH, wliich diverta some from the lask of defining 
and explaining tfieiti to tliemsislvea. Thus do these terma become mere 
.Bounds, or little nions than Bounds, to many. And thus has been perpetuated 
through Bueceanlve aces of the cbtirvh, tlial fruitful moilier of ^ontroverfly, 
Logomachy," — Dr Ilampden't Bampton Lf-clurea. Oxford, 1U33, 2d edition. 
Introduction, p, 37- 

One page of Br. tiarapden's Hampton Lectures contains more real wisdom 
unci sound kiiou-lcdgi!, tliiau all ihe Ui> tr»i,-ti3 lately halt-ligcii and fl«lgi'd in the 
downj^ H'egte of the O\ford dialccticlana whidi have iittniuted so much public 

tention. 

" If the thetilogy, which ia now-a-daya in vogue, should he stripped of all 
inventions and conclusions from rcnsaniQg, what pray would there be left 
remaining 1 Let llic hifitor}' of doctrines hv consulted, and nu ii3t)uiry be 
institutodj at wliat periods of the world, under ■what (ipportunitieK anil under 
what founders, tlii^olngy has prown ta its height ; and it will lie inilDcdiatrly 
seen, that moat of the prevailing doctrines are modem, lUid lliat they have 
been extended and spread abroad, through human authority grouiided upgn 
perplexed reaBoniiigs." — I>r. Bei/e^-'s Ltlter ta Dr. tfeSinjer, /nf./fep, i,,p.1l2i'- 
t Foeter'ft Eaaayo. 







tlis corrcBpaadcnco Beparatelj' exiate. Those who bnve watched 
tlie wonderful and alternate changes in tlie cloud, cannot futl tu 
bave observed ha transient fomia and Ua diverBificd aspects, Bumc- 
ttnieH pleaain^ and lovely, and at otlicr tiiacB dai-U and doubtful, 
without afforiliri^ any rcj^nlar standard bj wliich we can judge 
of tliuir porfeet use and of tbelr nppearaneea, Tbo parnllel holds 
gooJ in th-e blalory of Christian doctrines, and of woi'da as tlie 
eigna of ideas by which tbey arc conveyed, as tbn Bourc<if* of 
tiio divisions and separationa with wbii;h th*i Christian Churcli 
baa been afflicted, many of tlicni ridiculous, contradictory, anJ 
abaurd. How many ditforcnt and opposite opininna bave bi'ti 
introduced, wbicb. tlie li^bta of reason and science have 
nished, aa tho rcnmants of exploded euperetitiona made the mm 
of unanimity, while destitute of that charity which is the bond 
of union, and the perfection of all christian exceJlciice ; so thai 
the true Christian Cbmcb, after all, has been confined to the few, 
and not extendfd to the many, and ia tlio very reverse of the 
novel opJDiona of our learned ecclesiastical antiquarians,* 

From the doctrinca of Swedenborg ive .ire t!ius taught the 
primary duty of all true religion, which eonsists in the duty of 
aelf-eiamination into the state of the heart and the character and 
quality of the life. For bvIIh are the disorders oi' hfe, origiHntitig 
ill falsities of every Mud, the operation of self-love and the love of 
this world. The pnmary duty is to shun all evils as sins against 
God. This, as a ruling or fund ii mental principle, must be held as a 
primary tmth or maxim in t!ie regulation of the condu<:t— a truth 
that appears like the pokr star, ever bright and shining, to direct ua 
til oureouFBc, It will carry U3 safdy to our journey's end. Tolerate 
no ovil : Repudiate every disorder in the life ; for this ia Hellf and 

• "Na universality or ubiquity ran make that divine, wliiuli nevor was suihi 
It ia a taere prejnilice of TCLig-radion for aulitiHity, and the imposing aspeul of 
a Uliauimoug aefiuieaconce, {if uiiatiinioua it reall/ be,) whi*h make as regfti^ 
di&t as tmth, wliicli comtB so rBcomtiieniJi'd to wh. Truth ia rsttllLT tha 
nttribule of the few than of the mnny. Tlie real Ctiiirtli of God lunkj/ be tlia 
sMiall romiinnt H4.'aree1y vl^jbli; atilH^t tbo nuisa of surrouQtliug profc^Qipaf 
Who tlicii ahii,l] proiioLiiice iuiy tiling to hi itivin-j truth, timj^y because ii 
liAS tlic mftrkfl of liaviiig been jrenerally or iiiiivcrejilly received amotig moal 
So tiiat Lu tlie hiatorj of dottrinc-.Sj ivIh^II W'U luiik to tlieir sctiptura] 
soui'i:e, wo maj^ aHirm, tlin,t wliiLtet'er in fir^t ia true, whatever in of a huIi-I 
Bcijuent period is torrupt. For if wc conij-ido^r wliat die stikte of tiling wna,! 
wlien the first inspired t<!nelicra dismppcared from t\ui worlJ, wt ahall Rn J it 
cNtreinely adverse tu tlie maiubstibini;)' iilid prnpagntjon of the truth as it was 
purutjr inspired." — Ifr, tfuuipdew'j Sampioa Lwiara, '2d editioa, p, 35B, 357. 
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the opposite to HeaTen in man. Defects in knowledge ni«y be 
supplied ; corruptions, in tlie heart touch and deatroj the 
organic fofme of the spiritual constltutioii, which nothing hut a 
succeasioQ of trials and tetuptntioni!, often painful and disaEtrouB, 
can remove ; and if not removed la time, tliey will remain ab the 
laoQumctits of our diseased and imperfect ststeg to ciU eternity. 

It dxinld he premised, that a clear and just apprehensiL>ii of 
the spiritual sense of the Word of God is not to be acquired witli- 
out a due preparation of the mind and of the heart, or of a moral 
fitness in tEie state of the recipient &uhject. This iu a law of order 
which admits of no alteration, as "being nniversal and of eternal 
obligation. la their influence?, eucb laws are I'eciproeal. To 
become wise and intelligent for eternity, tte desire after know- 
ledge miiat first be implanted in the will, or tbrre isnoprogrca- 
Bioti, growth, or improvement. The Word of God ia tlie divine 
medium tlirough which alone the communication is made, and the 
conjuDctian of life "with the Lord ia opened, renewed, nnd effected. 
The perfection and iuiegritj of the eacred text is alwaja admitted 
and asserted by Swcdenhorg. His own example upon thie point is 
sufficiently esplieh and decisive.* Notwithstanding the ecnGUal 
character and dispositioTi of the Jewish nation jet thej were a 
chosen or peculiar people for a epccifio end or purpose in the 
sacred economy — aelected ab the fittest represent at i?*B and 
medium of a divine revelation. For this end was their pectdiiir 
theocracy established ; and tlie wliole of their hiatory, as preserved 
in the sacred eanon, with all their rites, customB, and ccremonicB, 
and eveu their geography, were thus adapted, in the order of 
divine providence, to present to the human mind the proper repre- 
sentatives, f in analogical or correspondiiag forma or imprcsBioiiH of 

* " In fc CADTeraatian, duriuf which I naked Swerietiborg; many *incstion«, 1 
received from him, in the ^«ar 1 757, ajnongat others, tliia ^naw-cT : ' That ib 
had been, fopbirfden liini to applj to the reading of dogmatical and ByHlem- 
aCictil writinga, luitiJ the Hcsivftia were opened to bim, mid for Om reandn, 
because by tlie emd/ of euch writuig;9, groundlcas opinioiij and InventimiB 
might easily inrfmiate theniHelvoB into the mind, whJcll might in prflceM of 
tinii? he linrd to pradicate. Thcrefon?,' sa-VB he, ' when tUe Heavcna mtre 
op^nt^d to Dit>, I W3(i cibtigod to leoxn the llebrew language, ta well h» tlie 
currcfipflndenciee in wJiifh tlie whole Dille is writEt>ii, wlwh Ims been n 
motive for my roftdinp; tli« Word of God more frequeiilly^ lui the Word uf 
God iM the fountain frntn whence the wltolc of theology mitat be drawn, I 
fwqiiii'ed ttitrvby to receive instrudjons from llie LqtS, who u the Woiil 
ib3eU."—2>r. Bt-yir't Letter to Dr OcUiltgtr, Inf. Rep. p. 2-29. 

t A.C, l2Qa, 4SS0. 
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divine and lieaTenly thingfl, in harmoTij with the loweat slates of u 
the natural iniuil. The spuituaJ sense, ivhidi is tlio diriae interior 4 
of the Word of God, lias lis root in that Word iu ita iliviae orio;in,* 
Its Uviiin^aud in tenor power Qs'ists there as the divine trutli of tlie m 
Word, whetlier we wiiderHtand it or not ; it does not depend upon, s 
the agencjr of man. or tlio peeuliaritios of his mental phenomen*. % 
Aft the divine truth the Lord is the First and the Last, and it is in | 
the literal Ecnsfl that he is more eminently preBent in tcaiuhiDg and i 
nnlightenitig mankind,! The divine operation dcacends from n 
heaven to cnrtii througli three degrees in its progi-ea&ion towarjs t 
the uHinmtc, wliieh, as the last or containing vcbbcI, receivea itj i I 
In the eumpletioa of cvory divine work there is n first, a middle, i 
Bad a loBt; the first passing tbroiigh the middle unto the lost, i 
■which is the continent or bnais.^ In some cases only it ie, ttat in 
tha literal sense of tlie WorJ are not naked truths but appearancra 
only, as similitudoH and eompamous taken, from the oLjeets in 
natuie. and so aecomiuodatcd or brought down to the apprehen- 
sion of simple minds and of children ; hut, as correspondcneiea, 
they are the receptaelcs and aliodcs of genuine truth || Iu like 
manner, all doctrine ia drawn from the literal aenao of the Word ; 
and yet genuiuo truth is not attainable by the Bpiritual sciiae 
separately, it ia only eapahlc of receiving from it illustratioB 
and confirmation : for no one can come into the spiritual Benae 1ij 
means of correspond eneic a, uidees he ia first in genuine truths, 
derived from Bound doctrino i because it ia possible to falaify the 
Word by some correspondcncics^to coiineet tlicm together and 
apply them to t)io confirmation of particular opinions, already 
rooted inthe mind from principles of a negative or opposite quality.^ 
From these, as well as many other pnrtioulars, it appears evident 
that the literal sense of the Word is the scale — the standard and 
Bieasure, by which, all corresponding analogies are to ho tried, 
exftlniiied, and regulated. Without this standard as the basis of 
Bpiritual iHtorpretntion, we hare no Bolid rock ; for the visionary 
and enthusiast, the metaphysician and abstract philoaopher, will 
unite their oppoBitc forces, to draw us aside into their dark and 
dreary regions of inoonsiBtency and error. The learned authi^. 
however, of this little treatise, imagines that he has attained 
elevated a state of mental abstraction, thinking above space an] 

• Jolin,«h,i .v. 1, +U,T.225. fS.S.fi. S /4. 27. 
II Jb, 40—43. IF /6, <»— S6. 
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uol in space and time, as to be <»ial>led to see both the truth, find 
the ftoiu-ee of the fallaiij.* 

But it should ncjoi- te forgotteu, for it ia worthy of tho deepest 
COtlftlderation, " tliat it is by the literal aenfle of the Word that 
man has cotijiitiction with the Lord, and coanection with the 
E(Qgela."t And those readers of Swedeuhorg'a theulogy who fan 
speak lightly of the literal text are to be reminded, " that man, 
while he continues in thin world, ia Jn the nntural degree, and 
only ao for in the spiritual degree aa he is principled in genuine 
truths, and so *r in the celestial degree, aa he is principled in a 
life according to those truths; nevertheless, he is not admitted 
into the spiiitual aud celestial degrees themselves till after 
death." t (-^tr^ 

These Erst elements of Sw-edenh org's- theology, concerning th© j 

important uses of the htor&l test, hoing ivcll digested in the miitd, " 

we may easily perceivo the reason why that sense is called a cl(>ud, ^ 
& covering, and a, defence, as a medium of the divino light to he 
imparted and received from the exposition by the USO of these 
terms, so fre-ijuently eiplained and adopted hy our enlightened 
author ; by which moans we are enabled to detect some of the 
fallacieSi presented to our notice by this new aud erudite expositor, 
as grounded on bis vtew of the law of correspondency. For thcac , 

appear to have one common origin, ivhiuli ia purely lijpotLctieal, 
and dependent upon th& adoption of a falne and miatakeu theory of 
Bishop Berkeley. It has taion posseaaioa of this g'ciitlcnian'a 
mind so firmly, as to peri'ado or give a tincture to all his priiici- 1 

plea. When cxanducd, tliey seem to shoot out iuto three dietiuet 
branches : they not only supersede the uaes of the literal text, hut 
it's ultioiate hearing? aud results ta tlio uses and desigu of the in- 
carnation and glorification of the Lord ; and they finally auperaede 
H9ie ends and useii<, and oven the existence, of the natural and 
^Biaterial world, t^upcracdo the uses of one of these powers in 
^pie ultimate degree, the whole three to which they are appended j 

and mutually allied ns a complex:, arc completely annihilated and 
rejected. A correspondency and paralhiliam exists hetween them, 
Ly whieli they are related. Descend one step into thii dark abyas, 
or if yon please into Plato's cnvc, you arc then ineioscdi in the 
outer darkncaa in which all tlie receptacles of lite and li^ht are 
sealed up ; for unless the hfo is received in the ultimtLto (Ec;jT'ce. 

• Fnaiily Ilccoril, p 21. f S. S, 62—69. J lb. 68, 
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it ie neither full, perfect, or complete ; because all inti?rior or supe- 
rior principles esist in the ukimato in GimultJineoua operation. 

4. We tbuB arrive at the Btatement of our fourth proposition 
charged upon (liJa writer, '■ The uses of the exterual world aup- 
planteil by a. negation of its exi^teHoe, which sets nt defiance the 
ftrst principles of aU knowledge, human and divine." 

Bj a critical examination of the doctrines of Svredenborg'a 
theology, wc may soon discover that they are directly opposed Wv 
theiiielanliysiflaL revericaand deluwons which pervade the "Faniily 
Record,' For H ia very plain to every thinking and inteUigent 
mind, that he wLo professes to receive both h&s no clear per- 
ceptions of either. It is a doctrine of Swedenborg,. that Redemp- 
tion, ia a divine work, 'which could not have hecn effected in 
harmony with the laws of order eataMislisd in creation, without 
the descent of the Divine operation to the ultimate degree by a 
God iiiearuate, as tho accommodated medium of the divine omni- 
potence. It waB only through the medium of the Divike Humah. 
clothed in the lowest forms of Infirm kumanHy, that the Infinite 
could approach the Unite ^ for had not Jehovah God thuB assumed 
a body, in last or ultimate principlea, it would have been in vain 
to have attempted anything like human redemption.* It was 
from (his reason that Jehovah is called a Redeemer,! that without 
such a redemption no man couM liave been sav^d, nor the angek 
have been preserved m states of miegrity or fiiallon to eternity \ 
But this learned ae?r bus reduced all the facts and miracTci 
recorded in the New Testament into a scries of ilhiaions, or of 
eflecta representatively, hy changes of state produced in the mioJa 
of the disciples of our Lord. So that the facts recorded in the 
goapela are nothing — nothing in reality, more or leas, than a scrirs 
of phantasmagoria, — a kind of magic lantern to please and deludu' 
mankind. 8nch, in effect, if clearly expressed and written, simply 
and plainly told, is the auni and suhstance of the hjpotliesii 
intended to be imposed upon tlie receivers of Swedcnhorg'e th'eo- 
logy, aa the doctrines of Ihc new c-hurch. § The words, we are 
told, serve only to suggest facta to the mind ; which, stript of its 
maak, is nothing more than a correspondency between the facti 
themselves and their interior causes. The fads in the gospol 
history are only similar to the appearances of plieaomeua ih 



U.T. 194, 125. + A. R. Q62. I U.f. US— 118- 

5 Fanuly Rtcwtij see p. 67, rf jiiwrim. 
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iiKtnrt^repreaeiitfl.th'e only and having no positive existence — s 
kind of dramatic tragedy — a sort of plmntasia in outward eifecta ; 
but tlioy weiT nnt, h-owepcr, in tliu ultimate-* The Icaruetl and pro- 
fouTwl expoMtor of Sweilenborg having tlius ingeniously di&piitehecl 
the facts of tlic gospel history, with tho incarnation miriteleH, 
and particularly the passion of our Lord and all its wonders ; 3ie 
then proceeds, li-kg another Archimedes, to bring his lever to bear 
in the retnoyal of the earth also, and hy the aid of Malebranche, of 
Berkeley, and of Ivant, he has found a position upon which he cau 
erect his euh&tratum ; but h is in a fit of spiritual Bbstraction,t 
beyond time and space, in which state of wejital elevation he can 
wield h)s thunderbolts, dissolve the univorac, and give the whole 
the appearance of tin enchanted castle, very pretty and amusing 
for the kind children of the family, of which ho ia the accreilitcd 
■mitiiater. ^ 

• Family Record, pp. UB ftliil l(i3. 

-f* Tlio&e cf uur r-ea^lcra wlio have loiBuro and oppocfcunity to make inquiries, 
nj&y finil aliuniilani^c of citht^ upon rucoril of the ilMJigLTous eHbets of this 
pawer q! RpirLtuAl nlititraution wi;ll deserving iIku: ecrioua DXtuniiiatidu. A 
remivrkable instance of tliis Ekii?:i]iiircd power of abstrAclian, of ]ca.ving the 
natur&l body, mid of asaendiiiig beyond tinie and space, tOay be r«ad i[i the 
workfl of Dr. tliuyas — tire eanm cftsu is (ileo insertej in Dr, Jleid'a work on 
Nervoua DieonJera. After liavitig made tlie exf eriment Ijefoie acveral phy- 
sidaDB for Uioif a^tisfuCtion ilQiI C0iivif:tion, lie tl'ieii: it ^tiill, tinil to their 
Burpriae, returned no more. Aliiicidiuiee of ch^ch itri; rclntcd in meJifsJ 
joamals nf a IiLg unturc. See the Artielo od Norvoua AfTefftionH in the 
" XiOungei^s Common Plaee Book "—the discovorlwi wliifli liave been made 
by chta-leptif? putientA, anil tri' soinnnmliullism, both ntituml and lU'Lifieial — &lao 
Wienhtilt'a " Lectures on SoimuLinbiiUgni/' latt-ly published bj* Colquhoiin, 
wlitcii are eiiuallj striking and eonfirmatarj'' ; aiidjaliove all, Dr.Kems'r'H moat 
fcmark^blt! ca^^ >>( iKe geereg^ nf I'reviigt, as tronsliLtf^d by Mrs. Crowe. 

"^ " We ra-oiiala arc totally unnciuainted with tlio mojits.1 powtra, that is, 
the fiuniltit-a of imasii'iLtion, tdniiglii, iLiid jtidgiuent, irad tile will, of iilher 
clnssea ormtiunRl beiiigji, and only iiartiaUy so with oiu-ow-u." — Dr. Siillivg't 
Sitmjiiari/ of Pnewifxt'Atjijf n. 3, 

" In ovir present nnturul state we cannot atlain to any knowlcd^ of 
created things, in &ny uthcF way Chaa thtough thia raediau of oat five 
org'ans of svase" — lb., n. A. 

" ll'jLiiy eiiang-o be mailt? in our oc^ne of acnse-, or their inivard. arrange- 
RienC be alt«'red, nur ideoa of things, aod with them our knowledi;!.', become 
ditTerent ; fi>r inatance, if our eyo were atlierwise farmed, aJl eoloura, Ibrmsj 
figares, dimensiong, aiid distances, would also be diflbrent ; and the aaiue ia 
lhe<^M witb all tlwlive sens**,"— jfi'-, ii,5. 

" BeiiigB tlwt ar« Jirtcruiitly orgmiieed to ourBelvM form an entirely 
dilfidt^nt idea of uup world tu w]iii.t we do. Heaet; it foHowa, uiL'uuifatabljr, 

C 
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By tliis learued expositor we arc cautiously iuEtrueted, that 
" ycicni;e tGachca ua that we rlo not go beyoiwl ourselves, tut are 
in trutli ncquainted with notkittjj more titan (te images of uatural 
bodies, wliiDh arc thought to lie convGyed l>y difrerent mcdJa to 
tlio aenses of tbe eouacious teing, and from ihcni carried up by 
the nerves of sensntioii into the hraiw* This is tlio usual wny in 
which wc are taught to ticcount foe the production of oil nntural 
luiagea whioh arc the objccta of our senacs. But thesG imogca or 
- natural quiiEitioe iniieE hflvc a cauae, and this cause is supposed bj 
natumlista to he the suli stratum. -n-hich thoj call matter, IMattcr 
in spaco gives Bupjioii to those ratuiraJ images, or ■qualities, which 
hj the medium of various suTitle fluids arc connected to the 
sentieiit Leing. But the material bodies tbemaelYes, which are 
Hflsumod to eiiat independently in space, are tieitlior visible nor 
tflugible, nor (tre thej directly communienble to any of the senses, 
hut only indirectly hy their iruagea. Matter, tUercfore, aa it is 
not, nor ever can be an object of the BeuGcs, must he a pure 
hypothesis which the uiind adopts to account for the production of 
Bensuous images."* 

In this quotation, the favourite crotchet of the writer distinctly 
appears, and it is so introdticed as to form the prevailing principle 
of tht whole theory wlilch it is designed to eBtabliBli. It is b8- 
Bunied without any coiiiirnmtory proofs, and is tbcn ingtnioualy 
wrought "Op On the grounds of the law of corrCspondeiiey ; but these 
grounds, fvheil eonipnred with STredenborg's illustration, are 
widely different — the result of self-derived intelliwenee in states 
of mental abstraction in vrtich jimjjrmm very often obtains the 
ascendancy, and the government of the tncntal powers. And thus 
wo are liberated from the influenee of all former anthorities; for we 



ttiat lilt! iileiia wc form of ttie creat'on, ami b.I] the scienrc ami knowledge 
rexuK-ing from them, depcud LOitiwiy ypon organisation." — lb. ii. B. 

" Wbcis (he umtird mau, ihc lunnnn aouI, forsH.kci iha inward Kjiherc 
wliere the Si-usuB opemte, anii merely contimicH the vital fimeliona, tlie body 
falls into an eiiUimc^ tilnlc, ur a, pi-ufoniiJ liltep, dm-in^ wKiiHi the 9onl avta 
mucli more froclyj powerfully, BiIlJ actively ; all itsi fMUltiea ore elevated." — 
Ih. ti. II. 

" Tlie inoro the soul ia divested of the hody, the more extensive, fret!|, 
and powerful is its inwan) splii?re of opemtion. It hm, therefore, no neetSJ 
whatever ef (lie Lfliiy, in urdtr to live and e'%iat : ilie latter is rather ntl^ 
hindrance to k ; it ia vxik-J itiUi ilia dull and glnnmy prison, Wi^aiise it 
its ncdium nf ec)nu*iUJiii-'iitioii witJi Ihc visiUo world, nf v liieli it lias liogd in | 
ila preMHl ntnle, ill order to iH eungbloujipiit and pct-ftictioo.*' — lb. a. I'i. 

• family Re-iioJ^, p. 172. 
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are instructed to rise nbovQ thorn, — that wc have nothing to do 
with man's pnst or present condition in nature, these images being 

sui ^CTierM'— Bclf-ercatcd, the Bponlanctraa flights of gcniua, or of a 
disordered imagination, said to ho the porpetiiol creationa of the 
Lord, ua devoid, of space and time, operating in the imperfect 
tncdium of man's nfttural mind, and the effects of a divino influx 
correspcmding to the statca of the ehurch in man.* On the con- 
trarj, Swedenborg traces our first sensations and impressions to 
the natural and cjtema! world. t He also inaintainB the opposite 
doctrine to this novel teacher, for he shows tlie adaptation of 
man's natnral organiaatjon to receive the corresponding impressions 
passing through tho modiiini of the natural and external world, J 

In addition to its contraiietj tO' Swedonhorg's testimonj, no 
rational § argumentig are produced tO give this hypothesis any 
support, the whgle hcing suppositions and fnU of fallacy, without 
practical knowledge in relation to the origiu of OUT sonsatione, »ft 
corrected and confirmed hy oxnoriouGei{| 

■• Family Record, p. 143. 

+ ■" TJio earthy hody in itself is ubtiiiP, and Hoea not receive its first 
F<eD»aiioLiH and lii'Bt motions fraiQ the tnterior or Bpii'itaal world, but from 
tiio ^xtorior or natural world. liifantA Uicrefore, in the world, must learn 
to walk, to use their limbsj ajiii to apeak ; and even their seoses, as tlte 
fionses of seeing and hearing, are to be opened in them by use. It U otlier- 
WiM with itifftnte in the nthei' life," — //. IJ.j'Xi], 

t " £vpry one, wlio knuwa anytliing eoucRniing the sir Rod aound, may 
know that thti ear is alti>p^th*r fuiTn^d to tlie tiftturc of tlicir moilifieiitious; tliua 
tliBt tho eiir,iis to its eorporenl {unl material pi-incijili^ cnrn^^unda thtretA ; 
and lie who hath imbibed amytliiug of i^ieueo rE's.poetiDg vtlior ami respeeting 
liglit, know& tliAt the oyc, as to what is corporeal and amtcriu], iB in corre- 
apondency to tlicir madifiOhCioiin :; so that whatctvcr of Arcnnum is hidden in 
the nature of air and of snmid, is imsevibed nn the orgiuiism of the ear ; so 
what IS hiddon of the nntiiro nf ethei- and liglil ia in the OL^uiiBm of the eye - 
consequently, he who is skilled in anatomy, nud »t (lie Hi\me time in pliyuk-s, 
may know l)y diligent search, lliat not only tlic orguiis of scnae, hut also tha 
orgajis of motion., oEid even nil (lie vi^cora, as to tlieir corporeal and matenal 
fuurta, correipiiiid to those things in the na(ura]i world ; and thus that the 
whole body is »a orgim Qompoucd of .tlimgB the most mysterioiis of »II tHint 
Are in tlic natural world, ana acconUng to tlii^ir secret powers of acting, and 
wondcifid moiloa of Honing ; htnce it \b Hiat Uic uieicnts denominated msin 
p microcosm, or litlle world " — A. G., 4^-3^. 

{ By tbt' teiiii racicmai is to W iiuders-tuod, wh^ncne truth is in agrc<'m'CPt 

with auDlhE-r, and s'l with all other trutlis, tvUether derived from outward 

□nture, or thi^ ecoiinmy of the buinaa eooI, whea aseisied by UNe aapsHoi* 

light ofdivioe revelation. 

K 11 " To a JBiindii;^ eye tlis wholo ire&tim may Beem dQctursd with 
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From the intricacy and ilarkiLC!!B of the writer'g piinJ, it appearB 
evident that lie cannot disoiminato between, n fnUacj of the Bonses 
and a fact corrected and coiiflrmod by cxpeTiments, and verified 
l)y rational deductions; to him the wliole creation is a myriad of 
dduaions, a congerieR of fftllacics, in which all is douht, mysterj, 
and darkneea *" Neither doea lie diacrimiuate between the object 
of peieeptson, the organ of pereeptiou, and the distiEctive qualities 
of the jiorcipient being. Already have wc remaJ'ked that the 
favourite crotchet of thia ViTiterecta at defiance the first principleB 
of all knowledge human and divine. In this particular we write 
advisedly and under the Batictioii of the best autliorittea. The 
torui idea.t as commonly received, i& uncertain and equivocal ; it 

yellow ; but tlie |>aticiit'B fomur ^sporienoe, and hia belief in the t^timony 

of othere, wlm aasui'o liim lliiit (hey jierecive no alteTMtion in the col-our of 
biidioii, and Uuit tlie alk'i'ntkiii lie ]ii(.T(.*eives Ih a i^omonon nttc-nOiUlt (iti hiii 
iIiH^Bse, vi'ill guHk-icDtlv gunrd liini u^bist miBtalcpfi. If he ivcrD to distrust 
the i^vidi?])ut! oT fiensCf tiiJ cvulil bi^licv^ n^itJi^r Iub oU'ii ipxperii-n^^D nor their 
tesUmony. lie con-ecW, or at least liet'omes BenBitile tif, llie false seusalioiie, 
byineEnis oreeDaationsfoMiiefly rtjcdved when he was in health ; tliitt if, 
be corretts the evitlence of i\a ill-iiifoniied stnst bj tliat nf a well-iTifonned 
syuse, nr by ihe declarations of thosG whose .sonsos lie believes la be better 
infdvmeJ tlian ]iia on-ii. Still it ia jilftiuj that from the cviderit'e cf aense 
there crui be no apjieal to reason. — i>i~. Heuitit'a £asay on- Tr-uth, Mvn, p. 104. 
1812. 

• For iRieli confimiiitifiiia iu relation t-j the senwi, the rcttdor ia referred to 
•' Dr. ileid'a Iiutniry into the ilnman Mind,'* chaps. 2 to G. 

t " InEA (IB*B, frotii the tW)1. hSui, to ses), in its widest und nnw generally 
refeivcd aj^ecptation, is <'niployed to Jiidiirate evcrj' repi-Csecitntinn of niitwaM 
cilijtMsU througli till? stenBe»,ivnil wliatever it* the inmietliate object of thciughiL 
Like mnny odmr terniii of inculjil |»liiloso|ihy, it 3s doriicU from lliy moat 
eminent of tlie acnpes, tlial (if vi^iiiin, In the riatonio jihilosophy the wori 
id(.-fi ptisscsBod (1 bigliL'!" import, alid aipiiflt^d, primarilj", the arvliO types nf bH 
lltULted thtii)^, n.1 tliey F^nbRist in \i\e divino iptelloct ; B-nd Jiecoli'lnrily, thv 
i-oiiuuptiona of the lnunuui nnderBtondijij^, by nieajiH of wliieli the CEBciiL-e of 
a tiling is <»jic<iiViL-d. Ae-cording to nn'otlier, tbntigli a more qiic-sdoimblfi 
definition, tlic PUtonic idwis deiMtted L-crlnin nbsi>lute Jpiolitien, nhicli are 
regardeil iia real, bei^use tbay are enpnblc of heeoming objcrls of true 
kiumledgf;." ..... " The term idcji, iutrciduei'tl into pliiloBojiliy by I>a 
t'lvrtest, witti whtjm nnd bis foLlowcra it Ib neiuly ajnonymous witli tiLC upci.Tial 
of the s I'll Dolmen. Aceording to LfieEjL' — ' IderaE arc whatever is the objeclJ 
of ihe underalanding) whatever a. miLn thinlis, or whatever it ia die mind «?nJV 
bo emplojeil about tiiiiikirg.' — hrth-r to tfi-e Shhop oj Wimtflcr, vol. iv.f 
p. 376, By idea Kant eminently desipinatcd ' every cnncejition fonneil bjl 
Ihe reaRon (aa di9tin<?t frmni the underHtanilin^), and raiaetl above nJi 
BfnsnnnB ^lereefition.' — Ptvny Cydopitdiu; vol. sii., |i. -IIW. Accfirdinj 
(o Snedeiibfii'];, iu every single Men tliere nn.- iniiumeinihli; tliingi^i it is qui 
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haa no fiscd or definite Tncaoing' ; used sometimes a% a siiDpIe 
ecnBation, -Ot indistinct imprcsaion Oc development of tlio tiiciital 
powers — at ftnc timfe foi" ttc cause and another time for the cft'cei, 
or a compoutid of both. We cannot define, hj pnj; analytic?al -i 
process, the tgrma wilhng and thinJcing ; and frpni Swcdcnborff J 
we know that every idea, hgwqvQr simple in its origin, contains -■ 
things and quaLities which are injiumornhle -* We are unftble to ! 
form any clear or distinct perception of the tcmi idea, except by 
interior operations and analogical forms and represcnlations ; by 
qualities lodged in the memory, and from the inlets to sensation, of ^ 
which but Teiy few persons are ablo or desirous tO' test thq origin, ', 
viz., by a correct analysis of their different powers. This can only '- 
be done bysuch as hnvB been well eehootcd and drilled iji ilr. Locke's p- 
admirable " Essay on the Human Undeistandliig," and have followed ' 
out bis inetructions, by trinjing the origia of their simple sen- 
sations, and afterwards applying them practically in the attainment 
of useful knowledge ; such readers of Locke may easily detect tbn, 
LoUow foundation upon which the hj'7>otheais of Bishop Berkeley -^ 
is. laid, by the assumption of the term idea m contradistinction tu 
its real definition and positive value. So easy it is ia nil oui 
inquii'ica " to forgot our first improsaioiiiB, nor do wo recollect how 
simple are the elements of ali our knowlodge.'"t 

In tracing tlic origin of our ideaa as a foundation of eteraentary 
knowledge, wg must dcecpnd to the- first clement as a root, and 
then pursue it in its growth, watching the qualities it may acquire 
by its progrcseive a^sodations. The action of the external powerfi 
of the mat-crial world ia reflective by a law of con'OBponding ana- 

mffldent tg truce the origin at ideas to aimplo Bcusations, bocauBo in fflmple 
fieneation we arrive only At first iniprefiBien&, tuanj' af them iuriatc, in Rssocia- 
tion witli other influences (A. C* ^Oi), ami apnnging tram e. ilcvclopniCTit 
«>f earlj' affeclionB mid remaiiiH, cbJIbiI by him thu ' good. tHiinga of illfflhcy,' 
the basis of certjiin intiiitipEB, or tlioee common notionH which aro tho 
clemenEflry principles and accredited aenaationa, which are ilii> ftsioms of all 
knowkdgc. Scicntiflca are of three kinde, intellectual, rational uid bcosubI, 
&1J of wliich are bit*!! in tiie memory, or rather in tlie ftietnorieSj and in Ill» 
regenerate are tben^ce cnlled forth rnf the Lord, by tlie internal nian ; those 
BcientiiicH which tmve their birth from thins^ aep^iial, come to man's senea- 
tiou, or ijerception, during' ]ii» lifu in the body, iov they iirc the ground of 
hia thought ; llie fest, whit^h ai-u inoix- intenor, du not bo cotti« to hifl sensa- 
tion, or [lercejition bcforu hu puittstli off the l«idy and euteteth into 
anoOiBT life,"— J. C. MI. 

• A.C. a04. t l>niinmond's Aeademiv^ ^u«BtiO'ne, eli. 7.4(0, ISOS. 



logy, in harmony with tlie growtli of the mind nnd the gradual 
development of mental jnhoriomcna,* 

Let it not be aiipposcid ttinL the hotindary which fixes the lunits 
of our knowledge to tlic ■circle of our sensatiuDs, drawn m the 
first in.'jtance from the objectB in the natural world, are insuffi- 
cient for the full development and grawth of the faculties of tho 
mind. Behold the Infinite variety of coml«inations whidi tJio 
letters of the alphabet arc made to asauiue iu. tho raultip-ltcity of 
words in a eonimon dictionary ; see the divcTBity of uses which 
originate ia the principles of nniveraal arithmetic, opening a 
prospect before us unlimited in its extent^ as boundleas and diversi- 
fied in its combiuaCioDS. The study of " Locke'a Esaiiy *' is not to 
be confined to the elementary principles of the first volume, which ta 
too much the practice of many of his rcadera ; the second volume, 
as contaiiiiug the third part, ia the moat useful and important of 
the whole treatise in tho acquirement t>f real knowledge. It treats 
of words and lauguagc US the signs of ideas, and of their uae in 
the setLTch after truth ; of the imperfection and the ahuae of words ', 
of kn&wlcdge in general ; it& eitent and reality, with the meana of 
imprO'Vement.t Inquirers after truth should give this work their 
grtlTC aad unremitting consideratioa, It was io catly life, during 
Jiig stttdiea at Oxford, in his private readings of Lord Bacon and 
Dea Cartes, that he detected th& fallacies of the scholaatiu phi- 
losophy — tho epidemic disease of that University, the fatal effects 
of which have pervaded the theo'logy of the same school with a system 
of puerilities and a mass of contradictions aad absurdities, every 
now and then breaking out intg wild corruseations and volcaniB 
eruptions. 

It is by the right use and flppHeatton of knowledge that ita 
ralue ia diaeoverGd4 If our knowledge were confined to the limits 

* " The viho\e world la full of representaticiiia audi tvpea of man's regene- 
TftKoa."-.D:r. 687. 

■\- " Pcrhapi jt mas far mankiml a lucky iDiQtaI«! (for >t was a niistake) 
wliidi Mr. Locke maile, wlien he eai\ed hia book ' An Esbb.v on the Human 
UuiIersCtuidirig ; ' for oome port of the inieetinmble benefit of that book hai 
merely uu accuunt of its title reached to many CliauFjands mure than 1 fcnr it 
doUld liftVC lionti, had he called it (whut it ia niel-el_v) » Givinimatical E93B.y, of 
a treatise od words of on language." — See Mr. Ii<>me Tooke'i Divcrrivns of 
P-iirhy, bi/ Tajilw, v. i,, eh. B, et ptimirn. 

To " Locke's Es&iy " should be added " Dr. EUia'a Knowledge of Divine 
Tilings from ReveSatlon," Etvo^ 1753^ raid sIbo "Dr. Reid's Inqairy into the 
Hitman Mind," These ehoidd be read toEether, 

t In the Bci'sacea every on« has so much as ho really knows and eompre- 
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of ouTAelv^s, separated from tlie influences of tlie external wurlJ, 
we fihoiilil be left in a pour and perilous condition ; if liaiit-ed 
within the ct>iitniettil splicre (if its owti ideality, little progreaaioii 
Would lie atliLined hy ull tlie Ittlioura of ninnkinJ : it la by its 
social inltiiGiJcey that ita ren\ powora arc doTeloped- Eow won* 
derful are the itnprcsaiDns or ideas, as to numtiQi' tti^d variety, 
wbieh. we daily receive hy our iutercourse with the mateHal world, 
IB the performance of duties we are called to discharge ! By such 
frequent repetitiuns, tlmt which is useful acijuiree a fixation in the 
e^cteruul Dieinory. Imperfect as these idess are, and mu^t ne^da be, 
yet they are the first principles and grouads of cbmeutaiy know- 
ledge to which we are comi>elled conBtanUy to refer ; but uaiess the 
materiala thus acquired pass throuf^li the crucible of a critieal 
examinfttlon the pure guld cniinot bo extracted, and then how 
ninch false coin appears to liave pa&acd into currency, and how 
little does, there remain of wliat is good and true! In such private 
eiaminationa. how few Lave the moral courage to acrutinise the 
interiorB of the mind, and how very difficult the attainment of 
Belf-kuowledg^e ! The outer gate or inlet to the principlcB of 
knowledge is like a court-yard or the entrance to the house ; 
com]]ared hy Swedenborg to the mniiuatory stomach among lirda 
and beasta^ to which it baa eorreBpondenee,* and termed liy hira 
tlie external or nntural mcmoi-y ; another, which is more interior 
or Bpirituol in its agency, making almost one with the former, 
because the ideas of thought, whieh are of the interior memory, 
flow into the exterior, aa iato their recipient vessels, and are thua 
joined together.! The Ivm memories are, huwcvcr, distinct from 
each other : the exterior is proper to man during his- Ufc In the 
[world ; it appertains to the expreaeioHS of language, to all the 
objects of the external things of the scnaca, and the acientifies 
which relate to the world ; J for these latter are now to bo 



h«nda i what he believes only, and takee upon tniiiC, are but itrctle, whivh 

howe»>pr well In the wlmlf [li.c'ce, raak* no cunaiileffiiblo nddilion to hia stock 

who gatJjers tlicm. Such horrovi'i'i] iveallli, like fH.irj'- money, though it ivtrre 

^ gold in cIk' hanil from wbi-eli \w rt-cpivcd it, will bu but luftvos ftn<i ilugtwlien it 

omea » use." — Locte'a Euay, t3i. iv., b<!C. S3. 

• Ap. Eit. 2m. + A.C. 24(0—2471. 

X " Tlie ncnuual is the ultiinfttt< of tht» life of man's mind, aHhcring; lUld 

ahcring Ut \m fivw bodily Bcnaea ; it in the lii>»e«t ami ln»t, for sgilsukI 

[fiiiiigii an? BCl in the thrcsliotd Xn tYw- wnriiJ whicli (jii«omi>aK3ei. without. To 

' rinij diiiCK t'l Ike srvaa<U i» aUof/tiher to fonfii"ni ihat « thitiff is so, in irAti'A 

WK Uit hrvafffil downtven to the indwss 'iffhc fftiwg-a o/aoMc, — A.C.^ 5707. 
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GiiperEcdcil &B useless by lliis ingenious CXpaS'itor find luioislcriul 
interpreter of t!ic enliglitencd Sivedoaborg;. But ttioac readers 
wlio hfLvc Ktudieil the first principles and grounds of elementary 
knotvleilge, ai-o fully aware of tlie impossibility and absurdity of 
Bueh a wliiiusicfll iutei'Jir'etati-ou. Those who have traced tbo fii'st 
siiaple ideas of sensatio'n to their origin, hy the interior aiiiilvsis of 
tbpir first pniicipk's, are well aware of the imporfeetion of words, 
and of the ideas wbivEi they are made to represent.* So sensitirc 
is tbo agency of mmd, that in tlie&e primary impressions there is 
ft delieacy in their formation aod doTelojoiient whtcli is almost 
imperceptible ; these enrly or first intellectual instiiiets acquirEj a 
form and fixity and arc inscribed upon the mernories, and thejf 
hereafter return io acciot'daiico to tlio thought and tmlB of the will, 
and becomQ visiblo in the spcritual world. t 

To nsceud and descend, when applied by the law of nnalogy to 
metaphjaicftl principles or things, are terms perfectly accurate nod 
expcdiuDt. It is ti«e tliat all ideas, and tbo iro-rds wbieh rcpre- 
Bent them are more or less imperfect, and ndmit of degrees of per- 
fection and increase in accordance to the several rdationB to which 
they are applied. If the terms are inadcr|UQtc bccnnse confined 
'H'itbin the limits of time and space, yet bj analogy and the law 
of coiTcapondeTiico tliey arc capahlo of cspreasin^ thc! higher and 
lower degrees of di.'vclopment in the scale and order of h^ing; of 
which we have snfficicnt csamjdes in the theology of Swedenbor^.| 

• " If men will not bo at tlie paLna to d-eclare tha menJiin^ of their nonli^ 
Bud dtRnitions of tlu'ir terma are rot to he had ; yet this h the least can be 
esppctoJ, tllllt ill llH rlJSL-ijiupSPS, wlieroiii one man preteatfy V) Inetniet flp 
convince another, lit! sliould uae ilit: Jtiime word mnaJnnWy in On same tejuc, U 
UuH were done (whicli iiolmidy owi refuse ^'vii-lKiiit gttiat di»iiigetiuity,3 nHUty 
of thc hooka extant might bo spuruil, tmuiy of tti<^ cdntrovcrsics in dispute 
wuuld he M at) end, several tif thonc grc»t voluaicit, ewnllca with anibiKUOua 
woi-dfi, bow uard in oiic gehse aiiii by and hy tn tuiother, would slintik into a 
very nniTOw cornpass; and many of the ]iliilo!«ii>hfirB {to mciltifttt UO Other) 
as well na [loote, might bo conlaiued in a nut-sliell." — Lotkc'n IkKty, Book 3, 
oil. ii. soL't, 26, 

+ " Human cxpreBsinnB which involve natural thing? are Inadeqnalt— for 'u 
the heavens sacti lUiuga are exhibited liy varictii^iis ui lieavenly light ajitl 
heavenly flamp, whieli nif froin the Lord— ond thia in sucli and ao p'l-.nt 
fulnejw, tliat tliousaiidB mid tliousamis of jierceptJcinB can Bcartiely full upo^ 
Juiy thbl^ perceptible widi irawi. Still, however, the things wiiidi lire lioin^ 
in tlic hcAvfna t.v^ repi-Gseiiieri in ibu wmld nf sph-ila liy funne, to whi«h ihi 
fiii-ma whicb »p]icnv in the worlil aecoik- in liiipnesfl." — A. 0. Hii'A. 

J "^ There htl- (Ur(H> degrcL's nf ascent in the rmtural ivorld, ajiil there ar-u I 
tkreu degrees ijf aeceiit in tli« HpiiituiJ wwld, AH ooIiukIb are recijiieJits o£ 

§ u:. H. 465. 



3S 

It is thus that wc ascend fi'om simiilu idoas ta thostt wliiiili arc 
compound, and. by the aid of absti'actiuii, vra ijosbesb a puwoT 
to multiply them to an infinite extent, dflgrce, and variety. 

Oiir first iDi[irE!Esiu[ia are thus received from the cxtenial wurld 
during infancy and tliildliood. These impresBiona are comhincd 
with the good of remains,* and lay the fouadatlon of primary 
perceptions or of mental instincts, wliich fomi a Bcrics of com- 
mon notit)ns or axiomattug lunxiins always ready and of per- 
petual use. These ideas are common roots or first prmcijiiDa, 
whidi arc capable of growth ; they multiply and inwflase, ami 
shoot forth into numerous forms and usea, and lay the ground- 
work of our elementary tuowledgo, aubjoet to alteratsona and 
changes like the sere leavoa in autumn, whlcli fade, aud wither^ 
and disapjicar. So that the wisdom of the wise coniista more 
in the knowledge of its own ignomnco than in the rcahty of 
its stigtposed attainments, which is moro and more rcaliaed an 
the knowledge of language, and tlio imperfect ioiia of words as 
the signs of ideas, are moro accurately weighed and rationally 
understood . 

It is very easy for any reflective mind to convince itself of the 
trath of these remarks. Esaniino only a few common words 
and aE>BtriiDt idoDS aa delined and ex^ilained in the. English 
Eictionttry, and then analyse or resolve each word into its first 
principles, consider the relative valne. o-f each definition — the 

»t%dis: in which it Qiigiiiates, and the asnociations to which it haa 
^Tcn hirth ; and then it will he amusing to trace the use and 
obu&C of BQuic of thuao tLTms, especially in theology, in the 
ipanngenignt ami skill whieh has been exercised among some of 
our -controversial writers. What important discoTories are thus 

» presented to the intcUigent mind! how much written and yet 
Bow little understood ! few persouB take this trouble ; the diffi' 

life; the more perfect animals aro rti^ipienCs of tlie Ufa of the tbreo dejrrees 
of ihe nattiml »-orU5, t!ic lets yictfect o-tv recipieiita iff the life <if two degrees 

■of tlu.1 worlil — And lUie imperfect art> r^L-ipienta of ont^ ilif'grep of tiiG same. 

'^ut inan iiIrhc is a roti|iient of the life of three dcgrt-ps, not pnly of tho 
Bitura] wortil, but alBi> of Ui« thr^ degrocii of the B^iiritaaJ worid. Hence il 
ja thai tnan toay be ckvateil abovci rolure, which is Tiitt tlie ease with any 
olhpr nrnmiil ; lie hfiK tin- jiiiw-er i>f thinking analyti«ill.v and. mtiiinBlly nf 
civil and nwral thinE« whiuli arc "itliiii c)if efJurt' of niUiire ; Jiai3 of qiiritunl 
And «>k-8liiil Lhm^Ft, wliU'h arc alinvi> nature, yea, ho inay \jw elavateil into 
H'wiedain, iiiHuiiiucli tijat lie niay euc God."' — D. L, W-i tifi. 



I 




culty of fisiiig tHie root nf the word And then watehlng- it3 [irogres 
and growth tlirougli all its ramificatioriH deters thorn ; ao that tuaii^ 
arc unwilling to niidcrtalic tho taak, and very few arc willing to 
be convinced of their ignorance and orrorB, and more espe<^iftllj 
in the imperfections nnd grotiiida of their elementary knowtwlge. 

There is b, rcmarkahlc pecaliarity in Svfedenhorg'H theologj-; ic 
is ia the nriginalitj And the peculiar ii^eft of the a^tatract t^nns 
which he has iatifldueed ; they are totally Jistinet from all fonajer 
writings and li^ystems of dogmacii: theology ; and they admit of a 
corujjrciitnslve analy&is, A glosaai-y and complete analysis of these 
terms might occupy & qualified writer ia the meridian of life for 
about twenty years ; he must have leisure aod independence, and. 
in all probahility, ho would derive little or no thanks for hU 
trouble ; hut a greater favour or one more disinterested could not 
he bestowed upon the rising generatio^a or more promote the 
BUCteaa of the new church, which is hereafter to be eipected. 

To devcloji the first principles of affection and thought, tlie 
interior infliLt must find its tertniaation in the ultimate form ; 
the itnpreaaiye seal must be c&nfirmcd hy the ohjoefcs in crefttioo 
with which we are familiar and conversant ; for to annihilate 
them ia to extinguish the s-ppointed means in the [acquisition of 
the iirst rudiments of elementary knowledge,* Tlie acientilic 



I ' " Auodicr roasoD fvhy sta iil^a Qonci^ming; ^he trutliB whii;j]. are of 

I imderebading] aail coaccraLng good wlii'ch is of thi^ivil], maybe fonusti fi 
I tlie lunga and heart in, Itccnuijc all diinga wliicU ari: mC tuitli i^nd tore I 
r wifli Uiem wi iJea g^rfmmleil in audi tliin-;.'? an man is aequainWr! n-il.lij ff,r 
cannot tliiiik witlmut on irtea d-erived Jrom sucli things appertainiag to liii 
8«Ef as aro kaowablu and iienaible ; a.nU man thinks justly, civen Ei>Dcemi 
ihoau thiiigB whicli are of faith and love, w]icn be thinks from CDireapoadcticii 
— for correspwidencieB arc aatiira) truths^ in wliiuli, as in mirrorBj fijiiri 
I trntha aju ropniseDlud ; ho Far tiicrcFure as the i(lG3j< of tlioun'it couoe 

I Bpiritual [hangs, itre cpnceived wlthont njlatjyu to corrvepunileiici'eti, Bti far 

thoy dther cani;«iv«d &oni tlic fallacies of the Ht^iutctn, or from tiiinga incanl 
gruoua. What Uie quality of man's iduna is concerning ffiitli and Jove is vuW 
I maaifcat in tlie other life, for ideaa are tliere parceived dearlj." — A. C, !f30ol 
I Sumc kdL'Si of wliH,t is inliuJte anil eternal, in&y be frainMl from the {■ri>dtie 

dons of the vegGlabl* kiiiffdom, by ih" pgwof nfa spirituiLl analo(^', " Itj tin 
' vcguladvc soul is underst'Kid ike co/iuititi and etfort af prioJucinK a vciretab]^ 
I from its seed progresnivoty even to new seeds, atid therehy ijf inultiiiLjinjf) 
' itselEto infinity, acid propaiaaEins itself to eternity; for there is, as it werr, aiti, 

I idea gf what is inlimte Mid eternal in e^'ery vegetable, for one bcbJ may be*' 
I multipUod through a certain number of years so a« to HI) iIlc whole cnrth, 
and alio may be pi-oimgatod from aecd to seeds, ivithout end :. this, together 
I will] the wonderful progression af growtii From the root into a E^rm, after-,' 
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iTistttutions in this great metropolis nflbrd iis daily nevr jproofa of 
(tlie ciiatence and influence of tlic nmterinl world, and of the 
important analogies of time and ispace ; thej familiariae the puHic 
mind with demo^nstratLve proofs of natural plienomeiia, whitsh lenve 
Tta dotilit of tbeu" esiatenee, cscopt upon the minda of a Icametl 
few, diatingnished alike for egatiatn and vanity. The simplicity 
of cause and effect tlma deducihle, which is illustrated and c&n- 
firmed hj demon&tratioii, should for ever silcuco the advocatea 
of a vaiiL h^potheais, coatraJjcted hj the simplest transactions 
in the affairs of human life.* 

By the search into the origin and gr-ounds of the first principlea v^ 
which fonn the materials of elementary* knowledge, we are hotter 
prepared for the more interior researches into the relatinng 
which esiat in the different degrees of evidence and demon stratio'ii 
which are thus opened to our view. The first principles exercise 
the faculties of the mind, which afterwards devel&pe the different 
degrees of memory, reason, and judgment. Our elementary prin- -^ 
ciplea may he reduced to a few particulars which he concealed 
in our affectiona and thoughts, tha intuitive fixtures of common 
me. In these first rudiments or simple elements are contained 
the materials wliich asBist in the formation of all our ahstraet 
ideas, whether universal or particular, derived from the nature and 
properties of thinga, which multiply aud increase ad injinitum. 

The properties and qualities of matter fii and eonfirm our 
Interior convietioQS and inductions from the outward developments 
of natural phenomena. After the like manner, the properties and 
qualities of the spiritual world are dovoloped to the mind through 
the medium of the like agency, by Jaws of a divine analogy, are 
illustrated and confirmed l»y tho interior light of a divine revela- 
tion, assisted by the mtioual mtoitioiia of a diving iufiui. The 

[ Vards into a trunk, HkewUe into branchea, loavea, HDwers, frxdt, even iato 
new spcdji, is not luituml, but Bjiii'ituaJ." — Ap- Kc, 1203. 

* " Plaio rei[uire'd certain ptevioua fjualififlationa of thosc wha entered Itia 
Kbool. I tliink it would be prudent fcir the (li>ctora of thj^ iilca] ]>tuio§ophy to 
do tits snn><?, und Co t^Aisg admittsjice to every man who is ho wenkj na tp 
imagine that he ought to have the same btlie^f in Balitudc and ui 'Company, or 
that hie pi-iadplea ought to have nny influence upon hin. practice i for this 
philowijihy is tike a holiby-harse, which a man in bod health may ride in his 
closet, without liurting lii» reimtatiinr ; but if he Bhould lake him ahi-oad with 
him to chnrcli, or to the ftschanre, or tQ the play-house, hia heir would 
imntedidtt^L^ e&ii & j lU-y^ and Mixe hia taU,te."—Dr. Rtid't Inquiry info (Ae 
ff-uman MiJtd, cb, il. sec. ti. 




doEitiiu<>nB of the alxstmct. tortus WQ use cumot, tlicrofore, Ixj loo 
prcciso iirid pani(;ular, and. llie more words of a conimou dic- 
tiuuury whii;h are ftnnJjscd aud dcvclnpcd in tlm mind, tho 
greater is the stock af our first pririciplea, ivliLcli in a (kscent 
to tlieir last ultirnato are Like a. testiinouy or witness— a basis lo 
our ideas, \>y wliich thej are confii-mcd and establislied, 

Tho introductiou of tlic Berkeley hypothe&is, wliich h the 
faToiirilc crotebct of llic writer of the "Family Record," is a 
romarkablc 4!ireumataticc in the annala of tbo now ehiircli 
theology. It is like an intervening );!oud, wliich interrupts for it 
tiimo tho light of the sun -, and were it to remain fist and imraovo- 
ablct it would induce apiritiidl cold, diaeaae. and death. It is r vaia 
attonipt, by plausible reasaning, to csclude tlic heavenly light, by o 
theory which is received by a very few p^crsona, and rojcctod hya.U 
whoso minds arc coTisidcre43 in a Bound and healthy atnte. In fact, 
the advocates of thia bypothesia arc generally classed among the 
ineuralilea.* It ia the acienee of reductioTi — of reducing some- 
tiling into nothing — s plenum into a vacuum. Net a vestige ef 

• « That mutua-j or boily, has a real, ecjitiTate', indopendert exwtencCjt tiM 
ihere ia a real aau itbuve us, a real air around ui<, and a I'cal eartli under our 
fccf, — hoa been the belief of all men wlio. were not raadj ever sinte tht cr««- 
tion. This is bolieved, not bocaiiiM? it ia or ran Le proved "by apguDltlit, but 
because the coiistilulion of i>iir nfttupo is BUcll, tliat we niUSt bl^lk'Vtl it. It 
ia alieurd, nny it k, impoHablc, to believe tliu contrary. 1 cimlJ twi esaly 
believe that 1 do not csist, iis tlmt two and twoareecjuaj to ten, or that wliatovor 
U, ia not ; or that 1 have Ueitlier linoids, nor fet-t, nor hoatl, nor flijtlieg, nor 
house, nor country, aor acijuuintiuiw ; tliat tlie sun, motiii, and, stirs, anil 
ocean, jwid tempest, tliuiidtr and liijlitniug, niotmlaina, rivprs, and dtie^ 
Imvc no exifltence bat ns iJoas or liii>uglitfl in tny mind, and, hidtpcndunl 
of loe and my fttoultiea, do not exist at all, anil eould not exist if I were la 
be aniiiSiilatcd ; tlist fire and burning, and puin which I feel, aliiJ recollfifr 
don of paio that is past, and ihe idea of pain whiuh I never felt, art nU ft 
the Buiie sense ideas or jicrcr-ptions in my mmd and nothing else ; that Ht 
i^bahties uf matter are not qualiCi^a of matter, hut affections of spil^t ;. a|g) 
tliat I liave no- evidence that anj brin^ exiats in nattu^ but myself. FhiloaCt 
phcrs may any what they plcjue ; and the world, who are Apt enigiugll |0 
admire wliai ia moustruus, may gnve them u^Ut ; hi!t I afiliTn, that It ia not 
in the power, either «if wic or of inaclnese, (o CTntrive any toiicbit inqn 
absard en- morp nanaensicAl tjilil) thie, tliat the matcrijil world has no el^||^ 
eace but in my mind." — Dr. Brallic im Ti-uih, p. 231, ' 

+ "By»«rf(5)'!tufcjti farM/ene*^, we mean an existence tliat doeenot depend oa 
HS, nor, 60 fw as we know, on any buitij" exi-ept llie Ci'eatof. Berkeley and 
otiwni any, that matter exists not hut in diu oiiudK that ptsrceivo it, and amt 
eequcutly dependa, \a respect of its existence, upon tlieae nunda." _ 
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creation is loft for a comniencomont ; imil where tlicre is no erea. 
tion tliere can I>c no aiibsbtcnco ; all is void ; a tohu hohu ; a 
Tni.xturo of darliiiosa ami eoiifii^ioii. Tlio ilovelopment is confined 
within the nan-ow circle of tlio indiviclual's brain, a theatre in 
wtich all ift sTiiftiug and changing every moaioiit- Tte b^eautiful 
Tftrietjf of objecta in creation having no real or permanent exist- 
ence, are treated as imaginary detuaiona — the outbirtlis of the 
Buppoaed spiritual states of the ■vnriter's mind — mere fictiDna, and 
shadows, which pass in review before him, by an indrawn power of 
& rttircraent from the external world iat* a cloister of its own 
formation ; it ia lilic children building a cnstlc -with cards, which ia 
demobsbed hy a single puff of wind, and iii the twinhling of an eye. 
Instead of building upon a rock, it is (v foundation laid in the annd ; 

Inay, woraCj it 13 like a palace built witbont auy foundation at nil. 
But the hypothesis presented by this learned commentator ia 
supported by bia own aasertion, and, if you can roa-t upon bia 
testimony, it ia now demon atva ted. It should, however, be 
known and clearly undcratood, that the principle upon which 
it rests ia n fallacy which baa never yet been proved, which 
'is incapable of proof, and therefore never Can be proved. 
The whole theory is a delusion. To give it a final overthrow, 
wo need only produce the opposite testimony of Sweden- 
borg for its entire demolition ; for the very attempt to fix 
this hypotheela upon the authority of Swedciiborg is an act of 
insanity, which can ody be equalled by the reception of the 
hypothesis itself,* For throughout the whole of the " Areaua 

• *' That BulntanoGg ot niMwrs, audi as ai-c in tlm enrtlis, wGi'ii pi-iwliic«d 
from tlie sun, tiy its atmoejilitrcs, wlio doth notaffii-m, who tUitikfl that tlicra 
are jierfieliul intermediations frcrni the first j>riiiL-iple to the laat : anil that 
liudiing •■flii cxiat, but from 8oiiicmlia.t |n"itir li> itwif, and ot length friiia tho 
first ; and tin; first is tliu eun of the Epiritu»l worlJ, aij-l iJ-ie fii^t of that sun 

God-iniui, or tlie Lord. Now, siiwe the atnuisplierea are thoea prior 
^ples by whiL-li that HUH presciita iiatlf in Uie last princijilefl, and since 
prior pi-inciplea contiiiiially decrciiae in activity itnd cxjuiuisioD even 

the lost, it fullowB that ivhtn tU^ir actii'tty gi.iid (}K]tB.iisii!n eenae in ulti- 
malcB, tlioy liecQine Bubelanfles and matters, Bui'h aa are in tlie earths i 
wliich reiain from (he almosfilieres., fnia which tliej liad tliuir ori^n, ui 
eflort and endi-avouv to produce UHt>». Th-ey who do not estiiblish the cMa- 
ti'm of tlie universe and all tliicigs therein by >ra]TitiDuaI ititemieJiations from 
the firat, p-wtJiot but constnict hypotheaoa uncdiiaectrf an<l disjointod from 
their cflusL-e, whlcli, when cs&mincd by n mind which Iwkfi int«riorly into 
ttiinRS, iLppcar no-t lilic Jiouacs, but like a l:cap of mbbiiah." — Diviiu: Lmlt and 
Wi»dtnn, .103. 

" Thcrt' exiBt» a epiriitual wurtd, wliicli is [irior, interior, uitl euperipT to 
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Cclestia," how cautions waa Swedcnharg to preserve tlieae dietiw 
tiong by laws perfectij' discrete, until wc are Tirought to tlie 
uUii»atc of tlic liftturtil &nA matorinl world! It i& tlius that we 

the n&turaJ world — rvcfj'Idiiiig uf the sjiiritiml world is a cause, and evary- 
tiiiag (if the iintural world m aa effect" — Ap. £e., 12(IS. 

" Tlieri; f«ro two etins, the sun of the spiritual world, and the son of iii» 
natoral world. Tliy euu of tb^ Bpiritual world is the diiine love of the Lord 
— the aim of the natural world is pure fti-e, Fram the gun whith la divine 
love cosimeniJtta every \»or1; of erc&tion ; and by the sun -which k fire 
every audi work is pc-rftfrmod. All Uiat proceeds fi-nni the htih which it 
divine lo'Vu is vulk'd spiritual — all tliut proceeds from tlie kuh which Es fire U 
caUed niuural. What is spiricuo], bom its onpn hath life in itself, but wlut 
is tt&turaly from its (jrigia hnth nnthing of life in itself. And as l^m tlieu 
two fountains of tho usive'Fge all things have existed and still subeise in bolk 
worlds, it follows that thei^ 19 a Epiritiuil and uuturml oiieratioii in evarj 
created thing in this world ; tim eitirituol Lcing as a eduI, and thi; natural 
aft thfl body, the spiritual as the intfimal, and tlic natural aa tlie exti.'nial— 
Di" the BpiritiiaJ as the (.ilus*?, iuid the UEl.tul*al as (lie effect. Tiiat tiieeo two 
principlcn cannot In; BcpoiiLtcd in ciny one thing, is well kiioivii to every win 
parGDD — for if you separate the cause from the effect, the effect pt^rishea — or 
if you aeparat^ the internal from the external, the latter [lurielios ; in like 
nliuirier aa wlieu the aoul is sBparuted from the hcidy. Tlukt tliet^ is sach ■ 
conjunction in every partii'ubir thing, yea, even in the mo^^t Hingulnr things 
pf natyre, has not yet liMri known; this arises from tho ignoi-anec wludi 
lias pi\:railcd concerning the spiritual world, the Euit there, and its beU, 
and its light; and bIho froM the infatuated reasonings of sensual men ta 
ascribing all tliinga to nature, and mrely anytliSiig to God, except creation 
ill general ; and yet there te not the least tliEng cxlstiTiE in nature, Tior cu 
exist, in which tliere is not something spiritual. That uiia which is epiritnal 
Is ill all BJiil in every [inrtieulat tliinj; (if tlio three kiQ^onis of Tiatuty^j and 
the manner of its exiateiiee therein, is further explained in tho followinj 
part of this wort,"^' — Ap. Ex., 1 1 96. 

" Hu'W the JijitrituaJ principle tlowa into and nets upoa veget&b]r9, and prft- 
duces all tliat, c6n.alits, ctfort, and action, cannot be cninprche-udcd by ooy 
undoratanding, unllcss the following general principles nre first unfolded :— 
1. That nothing hi nature cxiata and eubxists unices from a fpiritud 
pHn<?ip]c and hy it, 2. Tlint nature in Ltiself is dead, bobig ei'ealeil liiut tix 
8[iiritiial operaljon rany be thereby clothed With funua, which may iwrvc fcf 
use and tliua ^3^miuato. ft. That there are two common or general fomUL 
the Hjiintual ujid thv natural, the spiritiiAl giieli aa appcrtnins lo animals,^ anV 
the natural well as a|i|>ertains tV' veguULbles, >1, Tliiit tliUTQ are three forfiS 
ill everytliilng apiritual — a force of acting, a force of croaCing, and a force 4C 
fonnliii^. ii. Tiiat from tho spiritual principle, liy means (if those force^ 
cxiat all kinds of vegetables, and alao anitnah.^ as well tlli'j He which App^nf 
ill heaven, OH ihoiie whieh appoar in tho world. G. That thi? snme origiu, 
anil llmniou tho same soul, aiipciiaiiin lo linth, the dilTereucc being only in Ui 
fiiniin into which the iiitliis h oftbcwd. 7. And that oripn ie in use. Unlet 
tlieMJ IhiiigA are liiivit uiifoh.kd, tlw ckuni of ao many wondcrhil effects iu (li 
vosemhlu kingdom CftiiHol be wwn by tlio urnlprelRuding."— /ft, 1204, 
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are inatructed to notice that thD body aftor tkatli cannot partake 
•• of what is bony andfieshy, " as this WO'UIJ te to be again entom- 
p&ssccl with terreglYial diist, expressions euffitiicntly strong and 
particular to mark tlio positive esiatence and distinction of tlie 
nntural and esteraal woilJ. To confound these diBtinctiona — to 
render either one cr the other unneceasary in the order and 
conatitutiaii of Divine Providence, would be to deBtr-oj the evidence 
of a man'a own existence : for he who cau be persuaded of the 
noE-csiat^nce of the material world, maj easily persundc himself 
of the non-exietence of the spiritual worid, and lie is then fully 
prepared for the ultimatum in tlie denial of his own existence. 
Like the opposite angles of two right lines -which erosa each 
other, thej coincide, and so mutually agree. Remove the one, 
and you tlius prepare for the removal of the other ; for the 
pijtrallehsm, analogy, and correBpondence is thus in effect mutually 
destroyed. 

S vvedenborg, as before remarked, is a singular writer. The 
accurate use and fixed defiuitions of hi)^ tertnii is in perfect contrast 
to hia learned expositor. Even ivhat is difficult and profound is 
explained by the minuteness of detail, to prevent all error or mis- 
take ; but bj the sophiatry of hie commentator it is tiristed and 
confounded, bo that we are completely mystified irbile anxious to 
understand bi& meaning ; and, like an eel, ho sometimes blipa 
through your fingers, and you cannot hold hiui fast, Travclliag 
ill company with this learned writer, wo arc occasionally lost in a 
miat or fog, so that we cannot trace the footsteps wc have 
trodden, and while in this dilemma ho suddenly makes his exit 
as in a whirlwind. Uis expositions consist of abEtraetioa, aeser- 
tion, and generalisation, of anything or nothing ; and when he 
returns again from the indrawn state to tliis lower region, he is bo 
elevated as (o surpass our eomprehensiou. lie profesBes to explain 
the grounds of the law of eoiTeapoudency, and to show the founda- 
tion upon whieh it rests, and the miaapprcheDsiun of the readers 
of Swcdenhorg in not clearly understanding tbia pomt. And 
when we are introduced to the gi'aduatcd definition of nature, 
somewhat in tbe style of the dispiplea of Coleridge, wo can seo 
nothing in the mirror which he presents for our inspection, and wc 
are compelled to return to tlie writings of Swcdenhorg, to get our 
utinds re-invigo rated and established in the lair of conrcspondicncy 
and the true grounds upon which it roata.* In Swcdenhorg, it ia 



simple, clear, anA PTpIfinatory ; Lut in tliis new expositor, it in 
cniginatiLfil. oligciirc^ anil transcendental. * rursue lliis writer in 
hia tram of reasuning. and lie aeerus to forget tin? past !n the 
ill u strut ion of tlic preBciit anJ future ; for, hj his pfeviona roraarlcB, 
lio had (lestrojed tho doetrine of coTrespondencj, having before 
stated tliat this spiritual analogy ha<:t nO La.si§, save anil except iji 
the iatcrioi- cDUSfra in the recipient's mind ; the wftrds which art 
used serving Only to sitg-w-cat fiicls, ivliith it had h&ua promiBcd 
were not facta, bciHg witLout any basis, and therefore could aiA 
he trace'd to any idtinifite ; so, without law, or rule, or guide to 
fix ita spifitLifil watidtrings. lltsting upon words, which have 
their aekiiowledged imperfectioaa, — the ideas forming the wgrda 
being equally changeaUe to an infinite variety, and the literal 
aense of the Scriptures having bec^tnio plastic Ly tSiis hypothcaii, 
it could he moulded into any form — hke a nose of wax, turned into 
liny shape which the artist in his skill might please to udopt. 
And this hypothesis, with a logical or a mathematical head, has a 
phrenological development which is remarkahle, — it gives to the 
iodividual a determination and a sceptical pertinacity which defies 
all resistance. The premises being assumed without any data, 
Ihc ])]-oce89 of reasoning is then conducted in. due oi'der. From 8 
long acquaintance with the world, ami with persons of this stamp, 
vre have obeerved that their love of controversy 13 untinng. Aa n 
bull-dog. they never give up their hold — they are determined to 
ndvELiice and to have the last M'ord, — wilh the riige of poEemiflol 
hertKS they conquer or die.t 

Upon what base, then, is the doctrine of conesjiondcncy founded! 
It ia upon the testimony of Swcdeiihorg, and Its consistency and 
harmony ia to be traced and confirmed by many iuteresiing parti? 
vtdarc). It is grounded in the nature of things, and in tbg la-wa of 
order whiuli pervade the vast creation; aa the language of gpliln 






■ A diai'iiile of ColerMge, on being remimlRtl oF tlic obMUrity and cat- 
futiioii fif Ijis idi.-ii9f auJ llicir LmporfeL-tiaii ami disrtrderj ijuauitly rf|t|[al, 
•' The Dnire obstfurt- ami ticiinU'lligilil?, the mori- sublime!:!! !" 

+ A iliscipk' ofBerUelej.', oftlje last g(;ner«tion, wild [waiieBaGiilcijnBidenible 
taleiit, aud nuuiy exiiclleiit and uhimag 'jimlities, hivd fi-amed an uhatnet 
idcn, wlik-h lie so iiidulj^ed ajid culrivated for many yeara, tliat no rfusmtm^ 
whiLtEVer could shake the impresaion. All his fi'ieiids saw the fidlacy fant 
liiniEL'lf, TliB ptojiOHilion whiijh he M.BBiiRied was — tlial the bndf; creation imv3& 
piitfci- 11(1 pnin, iifi bt'injf pi-rf^vtly Liuioiiiiit ; the ap|i«ira.rn.-cia to the contrfcrf 
WLTi- iill fulliif iouB ; and yet his jjr&ctiee waa in opjiunitioiL to liia tlicuiy, fg; 
Ll- was extrcnwl,y Ivuder rmd kind townrda auiinnls. 1 




is iinivetgal, into wbicb tEej are introduced upon t^eir dtparturo 
out of the UELtural world. It is in JiiamiaDy with tli^ (Jifferent pro* 
yiartiQns and reliitions of ftflinitj, of all q^uaiitiea and properties, 
in. the reciprocal agencj and connesion which one thing beare to 
another, whether Gi^naua-l and natural— spiritual a.ud celeatiitl, {iqd 
thua with the DLvine. It may be conBideicd a.s a euucesaive chain in 
the laws of oider, dcECODding by degrees, which aro diEorete, from 
the divine operation, through mediii, to the ultimate natural oud 
material irorldB.* Considered as an ah&tract idea or impression 
which ia thus received, it \s a universal made up of an infinito 
variety of particulars, more or less perfeot in the powers of recep- 
tioD of diFerent individuals, and the relative fi^tates of their mental 
orgaaisatiou : and, therefore, more or lesa perfect, ^o iudivJdual. 
however learned or excellent, without great presumption, can 
Attempt to set up hia or their porticulnr riew aa a standard for 
others ; nor ereo anj hody or order of men in the church, can 
ever presume to dictate upon abstract pointa like these, wliich 
admit of Guch contrariety of thought, in language and in ideas 
which are eo imperfect and equivouahj: 

Every existence in the natural woi-Id is ttuB tfEiced, as to ha 
Bource, by Swedenborg, to aoniething in the spiritual world, fl3 n 
cause which i& in eonn^xion and harmony with its effect ; § and thii 

* "Tlie mtitc pseient people, who were celeetiid men, absolutely tbousht 
from eorreBpondemMJ, a& 4a the suigele ; whence also lliey conversed with 
ai]£tls ; aiid wlience^ 9!kewiae, the Lord often appoii,red to tlictn, cOTfifunui' 
catujg Lostmction."— IJ. H. 87. 

+ A. C, 5131. 

t " Our liDOwleiJge Ueing bo rhptow, il may give ub some ligHt inW th« 
present Mate of our tuiuds, if wc Look a little intO' tlie (Iwk side, nad Uke m 
view *f our Iijnoralifc ; ivliich being infinitely ]iir;|,'pr than -OiiT knowledge, if, 
diBCOTcri rig iiOxu far ne liavo clear and distinct ideas, we confine rmr tliouglits 
within the <»]ntcmp[ation of those tlunga tliftt ar^ witMn the re&cli of our 
tindentandingB, and launch not aut into tlint sl>y&B of Uorknesa ^wheri^ wu 
liBvA not eycB tn ^e, nor facultieH \a perceive ftuy Hiing), out of a prenimp- 
tion thAt nodiing i» bejjond our coinprc'henMOii." — Loflx'i Euay, vol. ii,, 
rh- iv,, Beet, 22, 

% " Tliouah we ore indiifcLed to tlie MiiftCB for all our [tercej)tiou9 arif]inal.ly, 
yet those whifh ure m the farthf>it reraoveil from tlieir imniedi-att i-m^wjoMmi', 
tonfer ilie uiOHt eleviiiticin on the .character ; frince, in ]iroporLion as iJiey are 
niultiphed and an^incjitui), t1ie skvi»li subjcetion to the senses la sul>diued- 
Kg]1u« the true and only wilidole to dnjliaBinK eeasuiility, is (lie potscssion of 
a fiiad of that kind of tujoi/jru^it which is independent of the corporenl f^ppe- 
tifC9. loforior in tlie pcrfoctiou ol' several of bin Borncs to different pHJ^ of 

t-Qte crc4lign, tlie suporiurit)' of luan over them all u-oniisCa in tiia supe- 
■ _ 
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correapondeDcj pervades all things ia the heaTeas, and upon llie 
earth, and iu man, as a world iu niioiaturc. * TliU law is to I* 
eeen in tlie buman L-ouDtenaaee as it type or index of ihc miDil, as 
an effect from ita eflicbnt cause.t So wiatcTer esiata from lite 
causes 13 ill corresponding harmony with like ctfecta. All apeeuL 
aiiJ litnguage are traced to the same aourcc. J: This law of cor- 
reapondency, therefore, pervades all tbings in the highest heavens, 
and it descends to the lowest orders of created aud finite heinga, 
and by a like chain of couaexiou it returns or ascends again to 
the higheat.g 

In order "' to be ctravinced of the realitT^ of the seleuce uf corre- 
Bpundenciea, wc are ejchorted to underatand the grounds or reason 
on which it rGBts, else correapondenuy might be initstakeu fur an 
arbitrary ayateni of aymLola or nictapIior9."j| Tate the annlyaiB of 
tlic leading tcriua in this proposition — grounds, reason, and cor- 
re£pondi7i(.'i^ . Two thinga or principlCiSs are aaid to have aome 
relatiutt, connexion, or affinity, sepajated by a diaerete law, and 
yet connected together aa hy cause and effect, when the adap- 
tation ia reciprocal. It has its grounds in thfl laws uf divine order 
and in the nature of influx, or the inflovring of the life and hght 
of heaven, which pervades all tliinga. In its operation, the 
ascendancy of thinga primary ia constantly preserved over all those 
ihiiiga wiiifjh are secondary bo<h in the natural and spiritual 
worlds, in aceoi-dance with the eaaeniiol perfections of the Infinite 
and Eternal Mind. IT 

rior pOWf* of multiplying by new comljiiuiliciiig his nienta] pepcpptions, und 
thereby of 'Uxeatiiig to likn^^ielf reaourcfea of h&pjiiness Bepiu-aio from ■pKlernBl 
Bensttuou. Ia the scale uf eujoym^ut, at lL« Rrut remort; /ram lit-nac, tare th« 
pleasures of reason and society ; at the next are tlie plcosureB (if dcvotitoi 
and relisiun. Tlie former, tiiough tolally >liatinct from tli.oee of seiiBC, are yet 
}eaH jierfeclly ada-pled to modernle their eioesses than tlie lust, us thej nrp \a 
a great inyu.^re convej'sant n'illl visibb and Ecnsible i>bjiefl». Tlie religioTia 
afTfuliMis aiiil eentiraeinft aiv, in fael, nnd were iiiicntW to be; the p>r&pei 
Kiitagiinist of .seusualit^' : the gi-oat deliverer from Clio tLraldom ot the a[>p&- 
tiWfl, ^y i>|;ieniiig a jpiritual world, ami iuepiring tiopes and fears, aiid caa- 
solittlottn and juya^ whiuh bear no relatioiL to the material ami sensible 
vn'\verat!.''^Salt3^riritmvr' Mu'ii:'^i'i/iiit;tjt^,Ar!i€rlliine'jirt\Viii'l-j!,-vo\A ,279. 

• K. H., 80, JiO. t n.'Jl. ' J Jit' S7. § /i. liit— llfi. 

II Family Record, p. 27. 

^ " Order eoDsiBla in eelestial things bdu-iAg rule over Bpiritual, itod by 
spiritunl over iiiatural, aud Instly, by natural over corporeal. If thiiijja 
■.'urporfMil and luiturul bave rule over things Epirituiil aiid celeflCiul, oi'der is 
dus^Qvyed. Wtiea order ia d(;Bti'uy?d] tlie^re ia an imagv of htll. By regens- 




TKe term gtmtnd, Rosis, or ultimate, is the satatratum ; prac- 
tically and separately considered, it is tlio fundamental, or rudi- 
ment, upon wliic-h the said doctrioe is made to rcSt. The organism 
uf niBii is so formed as to ha rcceptlyc of the Iftws or priucipke of 
divine order, lieiDg origiaially, as sucli, created an imag'e and Uke- 
TiesaofGod.* iDivim; truths, whicb emanate from tbe essential 
perfectLous of Oeity, are laws of divine order, and constitute that 
Oreler.f Essential order, therefore-, requires that what is uelestinl 
in the proceeding influences of the divine operation ahould insert 
itself into what is rational, and so into what is scientific, adapting 
envh to itself; arid unless this order is preserved it is impossible 
to acquire wiadom.t A life qf order is thus essential to the 
attainmetit of what is bumaD, Oa the coatrary, in cver^ departure 
from it, the man, more or less, appears as a iiiouster.§ 

Although the doctrine of eorrespondeacv has its foundation laid 
ID the nature and operation of the divine influx in hanuony with 
the laws of order, and this is to be understood as- a general prin- 
ciple, yet a practical knowledge of it ia not to he acquired witliout 
copsiderable lab&iir, and constant etudy of Swedenhory''6 tlieologjj'. 
His own plan which he fir&t adopted is an einmple, and, with the 
mnteriah wbifh be has furnished for his followers, ia the best 
arrangement, in all probahility, that eoidd he supplied. 

ration from the Lord, order lb restored, and when restored, tliere la effeated 
An image of hc&ven. Mui is thus drawn out of licU by titit Lord and r^sei 
up to heaven.-^A, C, !)1 1. 

* U. T.,6,5. f A. C.,22i7, !7-2[l, '^SB. + Ik U75. 

$ " Tiiere h au esistenwe of oue thimg frmu auciilier hy progreflaion, even 
in tlie oatural worl'], but thia ia by causes trom the spiritual wtirld, for where 
ibe cause of the eHl'ct is, tliere oIbo is the vaaec of the effeiit efBdent ; luv 
every eSfect becomes ftQ efficieat cause, in order even lo tlie ultimate, wliert; 
the effective peweir subsmta, but it ia efftwteiJ puntiniiaUy From a principle 
wliieli in BpiriiHial, in wliich alune tliat force is ; tliia tlicrcfure is what ia 
meant whe-n it id a^d, ttiaC notiiiiig in uature exists except front a apiritual 
operation, and by iL There are two mediate causes in ustiire by wbioli 
«very efTect or pruduction aad formiition there is produced: tiieise mediaia 
vauses an light aad lieat; the li(;lit modifies subiitiuicee, and tlic heat actuates 
them : eocli is frutn the presence of the sun in thciu : the presence of the siiiii 
whii^h afhpcfirs as liglitj causea tbi^ activity of Che forces -or substjuiecH of 
every iiiiiividuftl Lliiu^ according to- the foiiji in which it ia from creation ; 
tbie- is nodi nidation ; but tli<> prvgGnci! qS thi ^U" wbidi is gieFceivcd as beat, 
e!i.]jattds all thin^H, and pruduces the power eif autiiig aiid etlecting accardliiK 
to tlieir foi-ui, lij itctuoting the conatiw or effort iu wliich thoy are frem 
creation : the couatus, which by means of heat becomes an active power even 
in tht! most minute ibrniE of oatury, 19 from the spirilnal operation acting in 
the'tii and into iii*iia."—Ap. Hx. 1207. 




If ^ 

Concerning the grounda and reosona of the law of coire- 
BjJODdcncy lli-ere maj ba various and different opinions euggeatedj 
yet, Ukc tliQ study of a new language, it cannot bu expected to be 
acquired irithout constant use and practice. In a coDTeraation 
wjijcl) Dr. Bpyer hact witli Swcdcnborgi it is stat'ed tliat when tlie 
lieavena were opcneil ttt him, he was ohliged to Icain the llehrair 
Ifingnage as well as the correspondeiieies in wliieh the wliule Bible 
is written. It iiiaj then he in<)tiir{!d, for wbat reaauu waa thia 
necessary? The aiiHiver to thia inreliniraarj inq^uiiy, with the 
I'eniai'ks that are offered, may in aome mensure open the ^roimd 
upon which the doctrine is made to rest. 

By the knowledge of the Hebrew language, which it was 
neeeasarj that Swedeoborg should acquire, it ia not to he supposed 
tltat he waa compelled to advance beyond the end and purpose of 
the mission in wliicli he was to he engaged. It would have been 
BupcrRuouai and beyond the dcaign, for Liin to study tiie addenda 
which have been made to that language since the first appearajice 
of the Pentateuch ; a knowledge of pure hihUcal Hebrew is all 
that waa required, and all that remains of that language, ia 
i"i]y extant in the Hebrew Bible. The addition!! ainee made in 
the growth of the kindred dinlecta ia a diatinct thing, a,& luueh ao 
as the cjualitios and fihi-es of the roots of a Iree are to ita branches 
and leaves. Some persons confound these things together without 
a clear ftppreliension. of the difference. For, bowcver uacful the 
Imowledga of tSiese dialects lany be m the acquisition of the 
modern oriental lanffuages, they are unnecessary to the study of the 
gronnda or first elcraenta of the doctrine of torreapondeney. To 
read through the "Areana Celeatia," with profit — to underatand the 
connejiion between the law of correspondency and the Ucbrew 
language, it is highly proper that the render should be able, by a 
Leiicou, to make himself sufficiently master of a itiiowledgd of the 
roots to compare each of tbem witb the iiiteruol or spiritual idea 
thus opened to the mind. The study of the original roots of the 
ncbrew kngunge is of itself no triflinc aefiuiailion. Many who 
profeaa to Iiave a critical knowledge of it, are often grontly defi- 
cient in this partj which can alono be acquired hy practice. The 
nearest approach to the pure bibhcal Hebrew ia the Syriac ; it iq 
Uie nearest legitimate offepring, ond between them there ia 
a great affinity and lilieneas. In this study, Dr. Taylor's Hebrew 
Concordance will be found of essential use, and what he lias said 
Upon this subject in his preface, ia equally applit^ahle to the perusal 
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of Swedenborg'e theological works ; * it illustratQ& tbe mode to 
be adopted by thgsg who follow out hia plan in tJie illuatrationa of 
the law of eorrcspondgncj and of tho spiritual setiser 

What then arc the grounds of correspondency? — We reply, 
it depends, in the first iustaueo, upon the teetimony of Swe- 
denborg, a witnoaa of uneaainpl'Qd virtue, learning', and integrity. 
who teBtlflcd that he was calkd to this peculiaj" office, as the 
mcHaongcr of tho eecond ooming of tho Lord by an opening of 
his interior vision, Bimilar, yet distLnct in its operation, to Bume 
of tbe prophetical states recorded in the Holy ScriptureH : he 
gave no sign or miraculous proof of the evidence of bis niiasion, 
Lecsose it was unnecessary ; but he has left behind him such 
proofs as are superior to anytliitiig hitlierto recorded, either in 
ancient or roodem tim^s : it la demonstrated by anabgieal 
proofs and facts taken from the Holy Scriptures themselves, in 
a critical commentary and a close analysis of every word in 
Genesis, and Exodus, and the Apocalypse ; in which it appears to 

' " Ib reviaing sLiiil porropting- the MS, t"s llie prew, »i]iile I v;^ turning 
OTflT tlie Bible to ate tliat &U the quotations were true, I wea gra4uaJIy led 
ti> obsers'e how n'ords varied thtir sens&a in diflerent Bitisatioiifl, and then to 
attempt a Fogulor (lrEi.iiE;lit or aclii'me of tEio»c scnsoa, as. thety groiiv out of 
eaeli Qthcr^aiid liivc-rgt? inu acvcrnil branfEiea. This.if 1jut tokralily executed, 
I waa aenBil>le wi>iild be of great service to expl^n, in & very easy anil 
authentic manner, tlic language of Scripture, and tu slioiv llie force BJid 
l>ea,ut}' of till? Hebrew tongue, even to eucli as are not di^sposed to le&m it, 
nnd lo iveemni«nd it to the study of th{iiK tLif>t M'o, In tiio ccimmoa 
Lex,LL'oi)fl, ihc various ecnae^ of tlie same word m'e laid di>wi:i iu a maouer so 
eonfuRcd and incolierent, that they a««m to have no mfljiner of cunnexluii, 
but appear to l>e oa different from one anotlier a^ if Ihej were tile 6ClI&ea Of 
(tiflV^rent wiirdij. This givelh tlie ahident a notion ttiat tlie ]lebrevr is un- 
accountably arbitrary, perplexed and uncerl&in, roqairiu^; n blind sut^uii^mi 
to authority, witSiont any aa.tiafactory evidence to ri!gulii.te its jud^gmenl. 
But if some primary notion of a root cfui be discovered, which will compre. 
hend, Bomievt, and reconcile nil the various senses into wliich llmt root 
iLhiiot(>th out, then ihc eoee will he- reversed, and the Hebrew toiigu« u'ill ha 
found to enjciy an advantage of beinij' uuderatuod, wiiii^li pcrha]>B no inoJ^'m 
langum^e at leiifit ^■an boas-t of. Then the judgment will be provided fif ft 
proper regulator, aiiil the student may ace vi~itb bis own eyes ; then tbe forcd 
Bind (^te^iice of ihe words will be more clearly discerned, liieir meimiiig mure 
solidly luljus'b^d, the Seripture will be its own interpiM^tcr, and tbe learniiig tu 
qualify a pei-nr.n to understand it wiil be brought into h ruMon&ble eompasB. 
This ia what 1 have endeavoured in l.heeKplicatioiis luircxed Ui Elie rooLa.^ — As 
I fell intd this way of explaining the roots, not nil at once, but by degrceB, th* 
'explications under the tliree first letters, for liijit reaimn, are not so full end 
ejLoct OA til use Cliat foUgw," — ZV. Tayhr'i Profane to hi» Bebrtv Vonooniitnct. 





iLose who are willing to caftitiine tlie«e pro'offt, tliut llierc is a 
stuDiIiDg miracle now introduced into the church, which brings 
convictiou to the rationitl mind in a power of deuelupment liitherti> 
unknown. The radical and epiriiusl idea evolved in illu&lruted, 
d-emoDstrntrd, and cosjinncd by &n inrolutlon of thought of wliieh 
we have no precedent. By this involution iind demonatrntion • we 
are put in p&saeBsioa of a tey which ualocka those parts of the pro- 
plietical ivritinge. which have hctherio been slurred over by the 
comnientatcra from the want of any rational and B&liisfactory 
exegesis ; nnd vra now posBeas an cipoaition of the mysterious 
Bfcana of the Jewish ecoiiomy, takon as a whole and in every 
particular expression, in barmO'iLy with the essential pei'fecti'ona of 
Deity. To one eiiiglo wort of SweJenhorg— the " Apocalypse 
R«vt'aIod " — we appeal as demonstrutive of thf truth of hia missioD 
by interior proofs; but these proofs are to bo carefudly and 
critically esamined, before the divine knowledge they eonlam can 
be rationally seen or dearly and intelleclually undefstood. It ia 
not sufficient that we hare a general perception of the grounJa of 
correapondeney ; it is e[[ually neces,sary that this knowledge ehoubl 
be confirmed by ai^tual practice. If we desire ])roficiencj in this 
etody wo must take our spiritual lexicographer as an esampio 
and guide ; and in his ccmmentarieg, wo are fiirniehed with dfita 
derived from heavenly lightf ainptc and abundant, and eijually 
remarkable for their clearness ai precision, and adaptation for 
pmctical ufte.t 



* Till; folloiving example may likpwiBO serre bb i epetimrn nf the nae which 
Swedenborg innda Df tho Hi-hrew iMig^nage, " Niiinbf-l-iii!;;, wVirn relating 
tn a\l thills'* "f^ thp church, which arc tlie Iratha and gDoda iif fiuth mid. of 
love, as- ilepfiting their cirdinB-tion and wrnngemfllit ; bMCB dlDBC that are 
immberei!, denote tlie ihJnga which arc onlfuiicd anil (irranged : ilie rraaoii 
why Qumberinf; haUi this ai^ififation ia, TieCftufte nuwlierinf iiiviil\-es a eur- 
T-ey, and wluit is aurvejeii by Ihei Lurd, tliis nltw is onlained itnfl aorvej-pil. 
The teiTii -jpri iblso, by which nnmb'pHnfl is here cxpresieil in lliO originril 
toBgu*, signiSee to Biirvpy,to take an estimate nf, to oliscrTBi linii al*ci to viait^ 
to eoiDmand, to presidG, thu3 (o cvrdaia Alld SJTuige'; the rcosfin why th&s^ 
BigDificatiDiu helon^Wlbu tiprm jt>, beeaiise oae thin^i; iavolvca an other in the 
5piriCuikl Bcnsc, and t1ie ^iritual Rcnae se the interior Aenec of terms^. n-hieh 
^nse is fo'r tho tilivit ptwt in tlie terniB of langilKgcs, especially of the 
■orisnlttl." — After which ftillowa a concordance of iiajtaages in whii-li the sunie 
spiricuol idea is involved — as tin i1IuEtrat]on and dcmanstriitLon of the ^mi< 
— N. 10, 217, A.C.— on Ex. xxx. 1.1, Ifi. ^ 

+ Sfwic sigTiifies the aHcctLion of sensnal truth, ns denoting ^wnsuBl tnilh — 
it denote- the aSection oS tbut tmth, uwlng to its fmgnuici^, heeAUse vdviir 
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■ A ktiowledgeof tlie grounds of correflpoiideuej, and thealiilily to 
define it &s & general law, m&y esiBt io the mind, ^hile it3 practicftl 
and particular uses are but very imperfeotly developed, nnd the 
power of tracmg ila striking annlogiea haa been sadly neglected, 
OS a task too laborjaus and diffii^ult. The piTUsfll of a book 
which is iiitendc^d for study and practice is totally distinct from 
light and auperfit'tftl reading ; for it rerjuires a close examination 
and analysis of its principles, by a combined view of its relations 
and bearings in all its consecutive parts. Dipping here aiid 
there — taking out one sentence after another that pleases or 



I 
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sienifica vhAt is perceptive. [□ goneral it abonld be knon-n timt all thin^ 
whalaoever in the vegetaHc kingiiomj whether tht-y Ire tlw pruductiona of 
forests, ot of .gardcaa, fields or plnins, as trt'tR, sown com, flowers, ctsbw,, 
Util pulse, both generally and fipecifiiMilly, sigiiiry tilings sjiiri'liiA] Citid Cdlestl&l ; 
the reason is, becnusa univeThal iin.iture iia b. tl)i?atre repreiM^nlBtivG of the 
Lord's kingdcjni, — \iiij the i^:i.?i.iii uhy tClCtC- den'jt^S th^ nfTi^cLLDn of sctiBiml 
truth is-,becaiiae it in naindd in the iii'at jilace ; for there are faiu' spices from 
whicti tlte incense was pn'iiared, aa there were alsft fuur spcea from whii^h 
the oil €>r aniiiiitiiig was pri'^iared, and that which is naraeJ in the first place 
ia the most external ; hh what was named in tiie first place for UiB.prepKni- 
tion of (lie oil of nnointing, whicli whb the beat myrrh — Set n. 1 0, 2ij2, Tho 
reaaonwhyfourepiwawere taken fnrthe preparation both of the nil luidof fl]e 
incense tvns, becaust^ they fligniFlad truth ih in their order from what is external 
to what is int«riiB.I ■ V4iii with niftO thev alstf have such a succ(?«gic)n ; fur 
man hath an extciiial called the external man, and an internal called the 
iiiicmal man ; nnd in eafh there Js what is extei-ir^r and interior ; the most 
external ls culled aensiial — this therefore is what is signified by sfacle. 

That stai-te denotes the affeetjon of SDnaual tniLh camiot be conErmeil 
rrom other pastftgus ia the Word hecuusc it is nowhere ulse m^utionod ; hut 
Uatte of another liind,whis;h is also expressed by anotlwr temi in the nriginnl 
tongue^ is mentioned amnnj^fit thnsc «pieea whii'h were bwiught down into 
Ej^pt ; Gpil ch. xxKvii. v. 25. — Cli. xliii. v. 1 1 ; and tlinse things -wbicli were 
brovgbt down into Eg>-pt, involve sueh as are in tli« estemal or natural man, 
since by Eg:v'pt ia wg:nitieili the scientific, ivhiuli is of the natural man. — See 
the pateAgea cited n. nB!!!, A.C. ll),?,^. 

The R,bove noie is introduced for the consideration of those readers who 
may not be ocijiisinti^d wilh Swodenhorg'a " Areana Celestia "-^(o show his 
accuracy and extreme minuteness in every particular tbinij; which he ilkta- 
trated, and the Imjiortance which he attached to eonfirmatorj' poAs^es taken 
fr&m other parte of the Holy Wurd,in which the coTTespfindingBpirituiil ide& sa 
introduced as being oonfimiatory and demonstrative. We have a contrast in 
lhe«j(poeitionof hJB disciple in the "Famity Record ;"tbe literal teit mother 
placea does not appear tu have been eoiisulted, if not totally abandoned, and 
the spirituiil idea ls eiipfvorted by tho writer's dii'tutn alo^ne— his a&scVtion is 
to be admitteii sa delinilion, proposition, and deincinstvatJon, and tlie whole- 
train of coroliariee, deduced from a iwlf-denveil intelligence, are delivereil 
tx eatfudm as if dictated from tho highest authority. 
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dtspleaaes — selecting one idea or defipition, »ad conetantly riog- 
ing tke cLangca upon that one iJen. is like a Tnusicitm atriking 
Or single note in the scale witliout a t'uli cliord wbicli is productiye 
of hurmonj, To aome it maj tippear karaed aud profound, to be 
diacuaBing difficult and elevated protleiua, beyond the grasp or 
sphere of man's existence and Lib fntiire prospects, by Bubtle 
inquiries of what Deity had beca doing in himself before time 
and Bpaee hegnu ; euch inquiries are left to the efforts of a aelf- 
derived luteUigence ; and to the notions of a Berkeley, gf a Kani, 
and of a Coleridge. By Swedenhorg we are ingtructed that the 
ultimate degree is the baandarj OYcr which wo dare not pass. 
All curious and difficult queationa ranat be reaolved within thie 
sphere as a baaia. and beyond it we are not permitted to ascend 
except by corresponding arinlogies ; and all illuatrntiona of Trutli- 
diTine roust be derived and expected solely through the meiUimi 
of tho Word tnade Jlesh and dwelling amongst us, that ia, in iia 
literal Honse aa the grounda of analogy and tlie fonndiition upon 
which it ia made to rest. It is through sueh media that its 
liglit and glory and its refulgence are opened and manifested. 
Aa an esaniple, we select the principal theological work of 
Swedenhorg, which is the ■' Arcana Celestia," as our pattern and 
guide. The analysis of the s]Mritual idea is always drawn from 
the literal text, and a collection of numerous passages frntn the 
Word in which tho same idea occurs, as the demonstrative proof 
of its auhstantiality. Allowance mliat be iiiade at nil times for 
tho impei'fcctions of words aa the acgna of ideas, and also of tha 
ideas themselves, which niiist be fised by the literal text ; bo won- 
derfully is it interwoven with the whole of the development, that 
the Light must paas through the cloud ere the aubjoCt can be 
prepared to receive the divine illumination.* 



• " Tho ideas of Tnen nre mostly obscure, for there air IByi'ifiils of myiilbda 
■•f things in evi?ry tlie Kliglit^Ht ntfcL'tion, and cveji in every iilcs nf peruepi- 
tioa, whidi apiiear aa ono. A maji mny at (im«i, Iiy reflecliuii, exploreand 
■hftcrilit;' ft fi'w iif tli@ ihin^a wliicli tkri' in )uin ; but yii there arc inaumenbk 
uiiil iuduftiiiU' tlibgs which an- coiiccdIimI nnd cannot eome to Lis knowledgs 
Hit lotifC iiA he hve» in the liody, but arc mode manifest aa sixiii na- bodily Mid 
■wurJilly tl]iTi{;^nre extiiK-t." — AX'. 2l!lli7. 

" Tliere ia iiotlilnjH' existing wlili muu in liig tliQiiglit, even U to the mi'st 
myflterinun tt^ucle of faitli, nliicli bath not with it a natural and gonsuul idea, 
nithiiiigli in eenpnil he is ignorant O'f ttie nature and -iiQality of bucIi iileae ; 
Iiiit iri anntlicr life, if he di'sires it, it i« prewiited to view bpfur* hia under- 
• lauding, ami eicn before bis vghtrirheiaverycitgDriaseeic ; forkn -'-'"- ■ 
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tn general the i3iaci[ilea of Kant altogether nbandon tli-e Word : 
Lhey consider it as of uo authority in tbcir Bcliool. " Titne and 
space tbey consider as forma of intuitioD. The objects wMch 
we so intuitively view tliey designate phenomena: the ground, or 
the tiling in and by itself is loft doubtful ; it ia left undotennined 
whether it has ot hfts not ftctual existenco ; yet ascribes to them 
EL ccrtiLin objectivity, wliJeli, fiom tlicir coiistnut regularity, CAbnot 
be a mere ^uiblauce or illusion of the senses. On this ftccotiiit 
the theory baa beeu called transcendetitaUdealiam."* Sceptic* 
in general, in aHmoat everything, their philo90]»liy and definitioi:* 
are too remote from simplicity and common sense, to suit the 
plain and uiifttfected tasle of the English mind. The adoption 
of thfifis tratiseendcntal forma, as the grounds of a new theory of 
the doctrine of corroapoiidency, can make little or no inipreEsion 
upon timao readers who have practically studied the theology of 
Swedeuborg. 

We therefore fee! assured, that those who liabitnally read the 
Word of God in conjunction witli the commetitarieB of SivocEeii- 
horg, and who are in the dcaire after spiritual instruction and 
improveraoiit, will discover in this novel theory the negation of all 
that is good and true ; they will not bo led astray by this strange 
theory, for there ia oolbing' in it hut what is of a cold or death- 
like aspect; if any outward form appear, it ia hut the skeleton 
or ghost of the departed eoid ; the epirit which animated iiis 
writing is gone and evaporated, and the light of he^iven is eclips-edjt 
it does not breathe in these pages ; there is only a tinkling sound 
of a bell giving notice of a funeral dirge. We have known a cla^a 
of nominal Christians, who assums the garb of philosophers, and 
a mouth speaking great things, who with sceptical prido treat all 

Jiowever incredible it may apjiear, each things are really presented to ocuhr 
view."— /6. 3310. 

*' Ideas undergo clianjjyB aiiJ vai^etiea, according tn Btatea and condition, 
(76. 5607) — they oiimit of growth and a&sociiitionj {III. t-bif),) and hereafter 
correspouding development." — lb. 6200. 

" In propertioti to ttii: extent (if idea the field of iatellcetu&l visiod m&; lie 
increased, but the inerciiBG without cleameas Hud dlstinctnesa ends in what is 
miaty and obsourt." — lb. (i601. 

■ Penny Cyelopwdia, vol. xiii,, p. 176. 

+ " So far Bs n man kivea truUi, ia he dcaifoua of knowing it^ MiA SO tuv in 
lie aJTectud in heaj't when iie: Knd<^ it ; nor i^nn any utlietra atiaiu unto wih- 
(loni ; and bo far as ho hivos lo do tlio Imth, bo tin- ia he cnitdo sennibte t)f 
the flwsiuitaeBa in wlildi tUa li^ht oi truth uouaUte," — J^ct. qf Li/e, &T, 99. 
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itron &B cant, niitl kl! tnie religion aa humuug, and who, un- 
fortunately, forget to define and to discriminate the tenua they 
adopt, ill consequence of whicli, they confound fB.llsity with tni4}i, 
and good with evil. Witli aucjh, tlie Word of God is in generil 
nbandouod — all ia negation, eieept the few sparks of a fire of 
thflir own kindling, Tliese are not prepared for the deep staJy 
of Swedenborg's " Arcann," to trave the spiritusl idea tliroiigK r 
series of eoafirmatory proofs, for this would be entirely out of the 
question, — it 13 more iHnosiug and diverting to collect the meta- 
physical objections of Deists and of Umtarions to the Divinitj of 
the Lord in bts humanity, aiiA arrange them in a position and 
order, bo as io appear formidnblo in its niTay as to the factg of bi» 
incarnation and the grand my&terioe of his descejit upon the 
earUu* Wlien the litoriil text is thus practically abandoned, il 
is not consulted, and it h thereby rendered useless. 

To read, mark, loam, discern, an.d inwardly to digeet the same, 
ia contrary to the habitudes of the life ; for thesa tastes are 
differently formed and eierciaed. They reeult from the etndy of 
the Word of God, and in the deaire to see liie glory tliere — to have 
our interior perceptioua of the truth aa it is in Jcbub — to beholil 
the manifestations of the Lord, as God manifest in the Jlesh, ihs 
brightness of the Father's glor^, full of grace and truth ; t« 
behold him gs the Word made fiesh and dweiUng aintmff us, tfl 
Bce hini in his csaential perfections of Love, Wisdom, and Poweb, 
and to realise the J>iTine presence in that Woiin, in humak form 
mvisE ; to realise this interior perfection of Divine Truth, 
hronght down into nUimato principles and into the lowest forms 
of human degradation, of want and misery, and thus to see the 
harmony of the Divine attributes opened and developed in the 
Balvftiion of the human mce. 

The pride of the philosopher ia thua cast down and humbled, 
and placed upon the common level. For it is in states of hamilia- 
tion only, and of genuine repentance of heart and of life, that 
we are chiefly led to an interior perception of the licreditary erila 
and disorders of our corruptod nature, and taught to resist and td 
shun them. It is to viewa and procticnl results like these that we 

* Let tlie fH-ends anil AilmiTeTS ot what is c&UgiI SpiritQul ChrJBtliuiityj 
upon points like these, an'iy turn to Hi'mfmarnh't Seal tijwin thf. Lips, n. &B. 
Several oTthe argumenta in this adnilrable work Eontain Ei complete rtftita- 
tion o-f the chiti podiJoos aH8unie4 and espousetl by this profesHed disciple 
of Swedenborg ; and in truth tSiey need Bo other rcyiy. 
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ire ill trod Closed by the priiicifilcs ord dottrinca of Swcdenborg's 
nheology, and cfiniirmcd in ihem by oonsCant study and a familiar 
cqunintancic witb the Word of God in the literal tctt, aa the 

Icloutl descending upon the t-ahemach hy day, and as (7te pillar of 
■ ^y ■"'3^'. for" in all the qtory t}itre is <t cOi^rdi/j and a defence^ 

TThese are titidoubtedly very ditfercnt iiui-suita to the ktours and 
toils and fatigui?6 of the aiistract philosojdief ; but tteae are tbe 
primary tliingiS of lie kingdom of God, afier wliiuh we are taught 
to aspire, and whicL we are culled diligentlj? to seek and t-o pursue ; 
wliile objects of a more refined and splendid cliaracter engage and 
provoke t^c attention of tlio natuml mind, and produL-e their corre- 
?ponding dcliglita, which have their rewards^ But as-e these 
worthy of cO'tcpariaoii with the ends to he ohtciiii^-d in the regcueHi. 
tion of man and his preparation for the intoresting discoveries 
to be hereafter opened on his entrance into tho eterual world ; 
in ^tcitea of pennaneiit use and substantial good ; in the complete 
annihilation of self, with a childlike simplicity ; of the innocence 
of ignorance coiiihin€d with tlio innocence of wisdom ?* As the 
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* " Th« rational mind in 'ni)ened more iiitemively m proportion as inilbs 

are seen fponi tJie Woril." — A.H. 01 1. 

'' In jiropordon na idpaa become mnre dietbicl, in tho same proporlioD aj.'o 
they csprible of separatioa. In the pucrilo stntt;, it i» ht^ly by reasti-n of its 
innocence — for ignorance is by no means inconsiatent ivitli holiness if inno- 
Mia^e is in it— 'For holiness hns its abode in ignora-nt in nod'oce. !□ CHse of 
all men except of ilic Lord, haline:!.a cannot hut (Ivrell ia ignoruncp, far th«re 
i;an hv no holine^ iinU>g§ jji Sgnorimoo. Tli^ luigel^ vtlio B^e in the higliest 
light of iuttdlligence and WLBtlum are in sudi siati.'^s of liunnliiili^iu — for they 
feel and aetinnwleilge *if tlieins*-Ives that they ttiow notliing— that whuCevtr 
they do know is from the Lord— ihat all their science, intelligeuco, ond 
wiedom is a aothiag in relation to llie iiitinite of the Lord, and conaeqaently 
it U igiivnince ; for whosoever iloea ni»t acLnuwlei^ge tliat Oie ihinga whidi 
he Itnowft Hot are infinite in eomparlflon fif the ihingg which Iip docs know, 
cannot be, as the anfiels lire, in the liolineaa of innocence. The holiness iif 
ignorant-e ilci'ca not coneist in a man's being more ignorant tlian otherj', hut 
in ih^Rtilti^iif aeknowlyilgmcnt lliat he- kngws nothing of himeelf, iui«) that the 
thiiigB winch he dnjcs not know are IntiiiUe in relation to a}| the rPBt ; for 
Bcientifl<! find int<^llecimLl UiifigB are of small aecowDt wlien compared »ith 
those whii'li nre c^teslial — and things of tile uiideretaiLding' are of bilcIi account 
compared with ibings appertaining to the lif*-." — A. C. 13"i7- 

" No one can see the temple of wisdoia who thinks ho ia very wiae— toueh 
leefican anyone see it who thinks ho is wise enongh.and Milil less he who thirika 
he is wise Iri-ni himself ; the reason is. hecause sneh are cot in the reception 
of the light nf heaven, from iho ^tfe^^titin of gpnnine nieil&tn."- — A. B,. 875. 

" It is Haid that God openi the eyes, when ho opens iL-e inlc-rior eiglit or 
nndorBtanding, which is efrect«d by an influx into man's rational jtrindph! , 




true Christian pro;;res9e8 in tlie regenerati} life, all his rc&oii 
are derived from the Word of God ; tliey are brought down 
heayei] ; th(?y arc embodied iviihiu tlie Inuits uf time and spa 
Id etatea of simplicity, lie reeeivea the kingdom of G-od, even as] 
little child. There is no spirituality of iastructiun without tn 
iniBtmmentality of the written Word ; it is tho Word made jlfih 
and dwelHng anwitef vs. If dcairons to sec the Lord, it la witH 
the eyo of llie mind ; it ia by the interior perception of hia divin 
truth in tlic Word — not in airy ilrcama or fantastic visions, orl 
poetic flighla, or tti the sparltHiig flashca of goniiia, or in the coli] 
abatmctions of speculative thought ; not in ascending aj>ove iKe 
clouds, O'r ill jjctting beyond the regiona of time and apace ; these 
are the tityp of tlie natural mind, and widely (iifTepent to the uses 
which occupy the desires and purauita of the children of tlie king- 
dom — of ft kingdom not of thia worldp lut in whitih dwellelh 
righteoiianesa and peace, — a Itiiiwdom of truth and goodness is 
forms of uae, of nercr-ending increaae and of unceasing variety. 

The different properties of matter and apirit are to be preeerral 
in the mind Beparately, na being diatinet in their origins. The 
impure misturca and confusion of auch ideas and impressions are 
the grounds of 'error and mistfl.kc upon ail abstract and apiritiuil 
BubjectB.* Such disbinctiona in relation to causes must he discri- 

nr rather into the Bpiritunl priiLcifvIe nf hie mtiouaL, nnJ tlini^ by ao mtiMnal 
wny in ths soul unkuoivn ui man, Oils HtQuf. is thi; titat« of lii? illustrulbu liy 
which lie Ja coiifimefl j» ilie trutlia tvluch lio hcfLTs ar iwvrls hy u curtain 
Jift-L-cption ivltbirl llU intcll.^ftltiil [mrt. He bt^Ik-vea it tu be iiiiin.te< and to 

fii-i>cGi;d from liLinaelf; in thi;* 1m in f<|iiiilly dt^coivcd, it beiitgan influx through 
iGB-van fniiD t]ii> Luni into tli? c)b>M.'ur» fuLlacioua and apjmi'pnt principle of 
man, and bymcana of the ip^ood therein causing ihose thing!? which hQ bcLevn 
to TvseniblQ truth ; but (l)i?vSii!y a.r« blessed witli illuslTution in the apiritnal 
t3iinga of faith, wlio ftrt- fliiiritiiiil ; tliia is what is Bignifieii by God'a opeuioj 
the eyes," — A. C. ■2701^ 

• " What is Hiijritun,! frnm its. o^i^:^n hath lifc in itsetf, bat wliat is nutuwi 
Crom its origin jintli nothing of iil"!.- in itself. Wliprcnu, fnim these two 
foiiniftilis of the univer-sc, all tfiings liave existed am) HtJll BUbi^ist, whitli are 
■a buth wiirJiiB, it follows that ih^rois a, spintu&l iuli] nalurAl origin in every 
proateij thing id tliis world — iho Bpintual lieing as fl soul, niid llio niiitural u 
tho b'jdy ; i:ir tin- sinritmiil H» tin; internal, and th« nn.tnral na tlif! external — 
ihe Bpiritiial tis iIib- eauf-^, and th-e natural us th.e effect. That tlit?H« two 
oripna cfluuot Itu pefiniutoii in Jiiiy one Uiiii^ is well knwvm to every wiae 
perwj'n — for if j-nu Hepural* the vavm fi-oni thi; cffeft, the ettbct puriB!ies,in 
lii;c niaiuier as when tn>; soul is Bcpnrat'^il fr-^m tlic body. Thnt ther? le such 
a conjkinction of all in every parli(}u1nr thing, yoa t^ven in the meat sin^lar 
Uiin^i iu nature, has not yet been known; the renaon has bccD from tba 



unatetl in tlie mind in connexion with their efFect«. But to con- 
^Tie tlieae diati;ictioTi8 to the changea oi state merely in our mental 
bhenoraeria, by which means nature aod the material world are to 
ahaDdoned and annihilated^ is a gross dclueiuTi and abaurditj'. 
iSwedenhorg haa marked out and illustrated all these distinctions 

rith a precision wliieh ib deserving particular notice, * These 
abtle and reBned distinctions are. not understood, or p<;rhaps not 

observed, by many of his readers. It ia therefore true, that if wo 
ithink of divine properties from the propevtiea of nature, which 

are matler, apace, and time, ire are in danger of falling into 

naturalism and infidelity. But this danger ai-ises nnd originatea 
'"principally from a neglect of the Word, to the precise langiiage of 

which both men and angels are compelled closely to adhere, t 

jirerailin^ if^nrance concCTTiiii^; the spiritual -world — nf tlie sun there, of its 
liprlit, aiiij of itH heat, nnd nlao fniin tin- itiriituated reasonings ii-f sensual men, 
in Ascribing all thin^ to nature and rai-ely anytliiug to (jml, except crea- 
tion in genttflil. Tllt-re i3 tiot, howisVpr, the leaat tJning exieting iu nature, 
nor cnn exist, in wliic]i there is not a spiritual origiu. Tlj&t tliia spiritual 
principle is in aH and evi-rythiug uf the three kiDgdoma of natun?, will he 
hereafter eHpL^ucd." — Ap. Ex.., 1 136, 

* " In tlie whole lieav(>n nil hftve ono ^n^ag? ; aII understand eadi 
other, whatever society tliey belong to, wiictllLT neighbouring or renicite. 
T1ii& lnn|^ua,ge is not le.arnod artiiicintly, but ia iDlierent in 'Pvoi'y oiiitt ;, for it 
fltiwe ijirijcjt ft^m thyir affeetinii aud thought," — H, H., 2;S6, 

" It ia very difficult to explain tg the appreheiisign wliat the under- 
standing of truth, and the will of goodn,Ms are, in a proper sense \ hyptaoon 
ll^at whatefei' a iiuiii thinks, he supposoti to be of the iinJersUuidiDg., and thl^t 
wlmtevcr Die dcsireti, he Bupposca te bo of th^e wilL And tiiia diffieulty hut 
inrresBod, bc«aufH! most people arc ignorant that the intelletlual principle is 
distini-t from til*; will, and thna by uau confound the tdeoa ; for when tliej' 
Ihiitk anything, they saj thej.' wfc'lf, and when they iriU anything, they aay 
they iJilnii. Aiiothci- cnuse iiicn^ases thia diflicuky, becaueo mankind ore 
inmkerseil sglely ia tbingn ciorpereal, or tlieir Me is in the extreme or lowest 
fiarti^, being l^iorant tliat in every man there Ib an interior priiidple, and 
something mere interior or inmoef, an<l tlial his eorporeal Ami SKUaui^ part or 
ppinciple form the last or lowest. Liuts, and things of memory, ar« iritt^nor ; 
affection.", and tlitags ratiouul, are inoru interior ; tike will of geudneBS, uid 
the uii(l.ftrfltiWiding of truth, arc inmoat. TlieM things aro so dintini't, thi»t 
nothing ejiri he wore Bft, The corpoixai man conlnuudfi these dlMtinciious ; 
and ho snppo^os, therefore, that when the corporeal part dies, aJi thing^s die 
with it. On the cuntra-ry, it is then that he first K^gins to live, and to live 
hv his interiors in nn orderly sucRCsaion. Uiileae tho interiors were thna 
dlHtiin^t, nnd dinl thus Rue>ti.'iid eaoli Other, it would be tmpnasilile for mtn to 
liecome gplilis in another hfe, or to become nngclio spirits, or to become 
nj|g(>l>i, (w they aiTc dJEtiiigulshed Acsording to. th^iir interiors ; it is tJms that 
tho three heavenu are perfeGlly difltioct from each other,"— A, C-,634, 

t '^ He who doaa not Imgw bow the case re&Uy is, may euppoae tluit tho 
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Tiie (lifficTiklea origilciating also from the iDiporfactioTis of speOM 
in the use of words and of language ne. the signa of ideas, aresM 
to be forgotten. Throughout the whole of the theology of Swfr 
denhorg, the Bible, in its literal senae, is coasidered by hina as ih* 
pillar and ground of truth ; every word as containing thicgi 
infinite and eternal, and that not one iota or single tittle fised bj 
divine inspiration can be lost or useless to eCeruity. l^or eter.O 
Jeltooah, th\} Wovd is estahliskerl hi the heavens,— Psa. cx\x. 89. 
Tbe newly-developed power in niesnieric phenomeua, in soiuf 
estraorJinary cases of Bomnambultsm, has confirmed the accTarar/ 
of these distinctionaj as defined by Swedenbnrg, in a very remaili- 
able manner.* 

Word, SB to the l^teraJ aeiiBe, is aiiiuliilal«J, by reasiOD that no att^atioD n 
jiaiil lo it in h-eavGn ; but li^L it h^ laionn tlmt tllO llU'i^ hcdsu of tlie Word 
m In no wise tlieroby anuiliiluli'd, but \a mihcr eoniinu'sd, anil that eveif 
aingnliir espifasioii derives ita weight jind ss,tietiiy from the apirituiJ saiM 
whii^L ia ill it, siDCP the literal sense is h. bftai!* aiid support on wlticlilliv 
literal aenee li^aiis, ilqiI witli whicli it coliiercH in the ulitsetit cun J unction ;. m 
tint tlii^re IB npt even an luta, or np^s, or tittle, iu the li?tt«i' (jf tlio WunI, 
wluck dues not contain wliut is bufj' and divine, according tu the wordi 
of the Lord."— Matt, v, 17,18, A. C„ 9.3-19. 

" Spiritual liLngua^c, which i? &n^lic wEii^it brought d-uwu Inta huniiui 
e5t|)rcsaion3, cannot be eonvc-yed into any otber ijiee^rh or language ihiu 
auch u ocoum in tlie Word. Every pa.rticulai" thioi^ (herein mentioned ]t 
TOpfBHentalive, anil evei-y singular tlibig ia BJgnifitative. From the eomnieree 
whii'li the jincipnta had with s-pirits intl angels, they had no otlier language 
but what wjiB full of ivpreBODtatiTos, P4i4 eve-ry BxpresBion inuludiag ud 
iiit&nml or epititun] aenao."— A. C, ^402. 

" gpirituul speech i^omprehenda thoufanda of things, wliicU natut*! speech 
is inHiiffipient to cxpreas, aud wliich cannot be tbnued into ideas of natural 
thought"— A. R., fl"5. 

GroimiJs of correapouiiencc ore tliei'ororc fonnd io Ui« tiatuiv of things :— 
'* A mm priudpltd in goadj ^vithont any iufonmaticin after dieutli, comea inw 
Lhe intcruH.! sense, ariaiug from tht> sUite of hia interior thoicglit dui'iiiK hia 
abode in the ivorld ; tjedlUBe there ig & ynrreapondence between spirituid aqd 
UBrtiiral tilings, it is of siieh a quality Chat there lb not die stualCenc thing 
but what lina iite. eorreeprnidenoe." — A. C, 5fiU. 

• " He who ia iacapablc of feeling the ilifTeriaifle between the tnaral and 
phyaicivl ht-iva, will itl&o bt uniible to enlarge hift views, so as to Comprehend 
how thes? wiil iippeai' aftur deatli. Sueli nti one Ktuids Ln th^ tIeBh before ft 
lhie:k curtain, wliioh he pannot blow aside ; uud, Itke all enipinc!:^, eoneludfiB 
lliat whnt ia nnseeu nnil uiibeni^l is also noti-exist^^iit, althniigh the clOBeat 
deductions fihow that the iiiKeiisible fomia are as reat an the HCtifiible, Could 
ive, whilst OH earth, behold the na-Eied soni freed fruin ita fleBhIy hn«k, and M 
uhinin n view of its inKTlur couditirjn, we shgidJ be as much disposed tn 
laugh at the absurilitica it would pref«nC, an to nli>iidder at tlie bnrrora ; but^ 
by a tnost msFciful law, tbeac iDeOQiaJH.Lelit aonb ore hidden (voiti eneh other 
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"When Swedentorg (Cautions hia i-eadera, iii the formation of thtJr 
kb&tract ideas in relation to tlic essential attributes of Beit}', and 
tlieie manifeatati&na in crefLtion, redemption, and providence, not 
to confound their ideas with time and space, it is in reference to 
the study of causes, in their primary agency, tLrough tlie media 
of the Dmne operation. The OOrreapon^JenCy, liowever, 18 always 
brought down and traced to the ultimate aft a. baaJa ; otherwise, 
we ahould be receiving tte auggestiona of propriuiii for inspiration, 
aod iiuagine oiirselvea to be angela before, we are men, or hivve 
passed through tbe fir5t States of the regenerate life. 

Tosum up these desultory remarks on the "Family Record," it 
siiay be as well just to sketch out those several points which form 
the stamina of this new syatem, wliieh we consider to be in direct 
oppoaition t-o the doctnnea of genuine truth, which it professedly 
attempts to explain, and which by a kind of under- current arc 
introduced &3 the doctrines of Swedenborg. 

Swedenborg's mission was tlie result of a divine illiiraination ; 
it is confirmed by interior proofs in his writings, which they clearly 



hy die husk or TnanlJe which nature hos beatoweil upon sAch, whereby we 
may all easily iiDd freely a^snaeiate, and i-a-rry on life together. But it is 
otliem'ifiC ttfter di^atli, when iIlIb miiatli; iaJs [>fl'; fur tlieii do nrnral ini;ou- 
EiBtcneies become Eymlialifcdf and tlukt in fl mode mlnptcd to the cunditiun uf 
the &oul ; and it is aceu at once of "wliat moainer of spirit thia crealiU* »& the 
oHkpTing. The contnv<t makea itself principal!;^ ins-nifeat between beauty 
aad ligbt on tlie one liikcd, and defarmity and dlU'knf^ 0" iIig atlier ; whilst 
the new Bpirit intit&tcs, aflor death, th-e ploHtie ty[H: tliat existed during life." 

tDr. licmer'a &i!:resa af Prtvopst, hjf itfrs. CfOitc, jk 'A'iH. 
" Tliikt life ifi ill the most particular anil eingulur thiiiigs of a. nlaci) in n'li- 
„^nl from tliia consideration, — that From his own lifu he sees, faenro, scnella, 
B.nd tastes, whieh eonld npt he effect^ uuless t1)^ Ol'gii.in' of tltoiie EcliSfH also 
lived from the life of hia soul. From which it may alao be seen. Unit the 
whole Blirfoe*; of the btidy is endued with tlie seiisi? of touch ; lUid it is the 
life wliicEi eiLUEeth that 8«use, aiid not the skin without the lif'i!- It is evidsiit 
;i1so from thi^ eirt^nniHtWICi^j (hftt nH tlie iiiusi;lea undoi- die nkin ai^ subjei't 
lo the defiaion of tlie lifiBof man'tt will aiitl uiiderslandiiij;, and ore moved at 
their nod ; tliufl, not rtnly the hands &nd the feel, wirt ilie whole body itself, 
but olso the tongue, the Lips, and the face, witli the whole head. Tlie hitter 
wid the fomie'r things canuot be muved hy th-e body alom-, but by the life 
from the will and HmJerstandLnff, togetlier with tlie life Li tlw luembei-s 
thenwelver), each of whieh perfonna there H& own ottice, and acts obycqui- 
uusly aecordiikg to Ihe laws of order in^ribed on it, wtiicli b froMi t)ie nL'tiiAtioii 
of the life 111 a manner imknoun to m&n, by ib^ mption in nil mid uvery 
Hingylar ihin^, from the heart nnJ luu^a, and Viy its eenae iu itU and every 
particular thing frum the ciTL-bellum/'—Ap. Ex., 12'23< ; sec also, Ncia. 12IQ 
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i«monatrftte to everj cQudii amd careful reader ; but hj th» 

i>spoaitor thgy are traced tg bia self derived intcllicence, to a pro- 
found insight wliicli lie acquired of tbo connijxioH of ftll outward 
objects with their First Great Cause, and with the means into whieh 
tlioy oro to be developed. The groundwork of coFrcsjioadenej, 
wliicli he ingoaioualy supposes to Lave Veen misimderstood bv aH 
hia foUowera, is then removed, and a way h opened for the intro- 
iluction of Eiahop Eerkolcy'a theory, to auper&ede the baaU upon 
ffhich the doctrine of Swedenborg has been erected, and hy lum- 
aelf rationally illuBtrated aod eupportcd. 

New doctrines, some of them ideal, aad some of thorn tenned 
apiritual, are devised aod prcscuted for our acceptance, which, b 
all their practical l>cariiigs and tendencies, are deticient and 
injurious, in direct oppoaitiou to the anthonty of the Ho!y Scrip- 
tures, and to tbe testimony of Swedenhorg. They are injurious 
because they induce and encourage a profane contempt of tlie 
literal text of tlie Iloly Scriptures, and gradually conduct tlie 
render. GBpccially tlie young and the ignorant, to the darl: an<l 
mysterious regions of infidelity. Tlic g^rcater part of the rcaEon- 
inga are derived apparently from the German school of metaphypt- 
cihUB, and are purely apeeulalive ,• they have no pnaelieal use or 
end. The reasoning is wit.ho'Ut data, — -it is super- sensual, unat- 
tainable, and without cxperienee. Its snggeHtiona arc onJy poBsi- 
bilitleB* The real character of tliougLt and aSeetion, with tha 
intuitions of the will and the understanding, being invisible and. 
unknown, all such abstract reasonings are ineufficieut and unact- 
able to the end intended. Whatever acicnce the writer poasesses, 11 
all Bpecalative ; it may engage or occupy an eccentric or wiJd 
imajfination, hut hia views are devoid of aoujid princijilcB and of 
a solid judgment- Hia attempts to shake our reverence for tbe 
literal text are vain and deceptive ; all hia revelations originate in 
a disturbed iraa^nation or disordered ititelleet. And, notwith- 
standing the tone of elevation which be aepumes, hie ne**- dJa- 
eoverieH are not n wbil hpLter tbnji the effijwcns of the wildest 
fanatic ; they must, therefufe, bo placed lu the same category 
with the ravings of one John Eocve and of Lodowick MuggletOn ; 
and for this, decision we olaim the sanction of Swedenborg. '* I 
will mention what la the- state of thoae after deati. who aBcribe all 
things to their own understanding, and very little, if anything, to 
the Word. They first become like persons iiitoxieated, afterwards 
like idiots, and, lastly, they gink into stupidity and tsit in darLnes^- 
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ereiy one, tharofore^ tako hoed to liimBGlf how he falls i&to 
euoh inaanitj. " * 

Fourteeo jearft havfl elapsed bidcq tha " Record of Family 
InBtruction " was published. At first it made little or no itnpres- 
Bion. it was read only by a few and rejected by the many ; it waB, 
therefore, diaregarded by the meinbera of the new chtirtih. The 
author, no doubt, baa felt that rejection. For every effect there 
is BOtue cauBe — and what is that eause ? Is it from its abstniBe 
nature, or from the mode of his treating of the subject, or Irom 
both ? He had chosen some difGcult points of Swedeiiborg's 
theology, of which there arc hut few readers ; and very few of tlieae 
readers can understand this writer, his book being mij^ed np with 
metaphyaical notions drawn from other sources. One great cause of 
the neglect it has experienced, is the want of clearno&B and eim- 
plieity. The doctrine undertaken to he introduced attracted the 
notice of but few, and it was unintelligible to all. Had it beeu 
boldly ond simply stated, without e^ui vocation, it would have at once 
been rejected ee absurd and ridiculous. But being brought for- 
ward under the name and, jiiantle of Swodcnborg, from the writer's 
noBition in society and genoral literary character it waa lietened 
to for the moment, jet aouii afterwards lost sight oft forgotten or 
rojccted, The subject is now, however, revived in a new form, 
under the title of " Spiritual Christianity ;" the dreEB is changed, 
but (lie persou remaius identically the same, and the doctrine he 
holds he is now determined again to defend. The serioTia render? 
of Swedenborg'a theology, many of them, have faiuilie?, children 
to educate and instruct and to iatrodiiee into soeiety. They are 
desiroua to teach them a religion, which they are convinced is 
adapted to maltc them intelligent and wise for eternity — ^not in 
Bpeculation merely, but ip praetieB and life. If these novel doc- 
trines remain unnotieed, and are not repelled, their hopes may be 
defeated. Their influence upon the infant aocietiea must be like 
the blight and the mildew in. the morning of a spring day, leaving 
nothing but devastation behind it aa the proof of ita esifttenee. 
Instead of disperaing miats and myBterica which are aaid to oppress 
the human mind, be has only increased their number and laid 
Btumhling-blocks in the way of nil. In thia second effort, great pro- 
miaes are made without the performancB of any: there ia great 
lusumptiou of talents ; again has he talked over his e.yat«iia, ; but 
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explained nvtiiing, and confouiidpd all. He is dedcfunt in the good 
aod tlie true : lie wants aimplicity^the simplicity of a eliilX to 
render himself useful and intelligible to all. 

5. At the coffliQcnceiu(!i].t of tlua Review, tlie lust point proposed 
for consideration wqb, the tcrniiuus to which we are eonducted 
— the abyss of darlmeaa aod of mental uonfuaion into whicb «re 
are plunged, tiud then left Ln states- of beeits-tion oi^ij doubt, in 
Bceptieiam and unbelief, icithout Ood and without hope in the worid. 
No states can bo n^orc perilons bdJ distressing than states uf 
igDursQce nnd darkness iu tliiuga of ^^rimar; impOFtiviico^ rUsh 
everything eubstautial is removed and nothing presented to caLm 
<iui fears or to animate our hopes, whea the founddtiona of rere- 
latioai are d^isti'oyed nud the Ilgbt uf hearen is extinguished by the 
intervention of a tbict doud of darkness. Sncli are some of the 
painful eifects to be anticipated by tlie reception of tbe speciilatiTe 
abstractions of tliis learaed aod profound metopbyaid^n frnd pro- 
fessed receiver of SwGdenborg'a tlioology. 

Some of the leading defgcta which nre peculiar to this writer 
are th« want of aimplicity, ftLitlifulneaB, and piety. He 13 b1- 
togetber cold and very abstract ia bis speculations, trithont aay 
use, or practical hearing, or result. We are inMructed by 
Swedonborg, " that love and wisdom witSiOiit itse &vs mete volatile 
eiistaicee in the mind, which take wing and fly away, unless they 
are fixed firm in tises." * In o-ne word, use is the love n-f the ^ood 
and the true realised and reduued into some proetical form, aud 
interwoven with the habitudes and conduct of life. Such practical 
defects perradc the whole of tbia writer's systBin. To render them 
more CTident, wo shall &e!ect (in exalnple demonstrated ift the life 
of a great metapbyaician, Samuel Taylor Coleridge: the unceriaSn- 
tiea and eeeentrieities ■rt-hich it developes, are, in thia rclati«i, 
highly instruclive and admonitory. 

Hia characteT ia drawn by himself, t IIo waa a soholar. a 
skilful metflphysician, a poet, n pliiloaophcr j be bad a taato for 
criticiam and the tine nrl& ; he might be considered as a groat 
man in hia day; hut then the term great ia riwedeuhorg'a 
vocabulary ia predicated of good, and in mi oppoaita sense of evil ; 
and if thiit dritiiution ia analysed and udoptcd in uur oiinds, it 
w&nld, in many caacB, reyersc our viewa of men aud things, and 



• U. T., tf7. 

■f Sec " BiograpiniJi literaria.,'' lanii a .very aWe sketch and favourable 
rhanLCtcr inHorleil in the " Pemiy CYclopwdia," vol. vii.j p. &i3.^ 
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very ma.iiy particQlara would reverse their order. It is a 

iverb, that g;l'PH.t mCn lire not ftlwnya wibq ; but iTisdom is the 

of pracliesl goodness. The fear of ilie Lord is the ha- 

'.nninff of unsdom ; to depart from evil, that is -understanding. 

heae proTprbs are takeu from a book, which is now grown oh- 
Bolete, which aome philosophers in their fits of elevation may treat 
Tfith CObigmpt ; but they are eternal truths, and can never be 
■brogftted. Coleridge's character ia thus summed up — "A man 
of atrong mind possessing many amiable qualities." " He had all 
the social affectsons strongly developed. Thomgh not eminently 
successfal in uttaining- it, lie had an earnest desire in a Bcarpb 
after truth. In mental science he espoused a particular hypo-"] 
thesis (that propounded by Schelling) of the absolute. But! 
apart from his syatem, he did little either to advance or diU'iise 
it. " He was ever changing his opinions, and every new opinion 
irowght with it a new idol, and this he preaicLed up with the 
utmost extravagance until it was displaced by another." His 
rehgion, it' any thing, was Utiitarian, which finally resolTed itself 
into Church and State. At one time he adopted the term 
Spiritualist, and Mr. Irving, who was then one of his admiLer^, 
Rl&tcd that he had derived more spiritual knowledge from him than 
from any other man ; although he, likewise, soon after changed his 
tipinion. * It may therefore be said, that bia principles were 
metaphyaically er^eculativc, hut altogether deetitute of any proe- 
ttcol resultb. We have a apeeiraen of hia weeldy convermtiima 
and oracular effusions, by one of his favourite pupils. It is a 
curious BxbibitioD of abstract terms or ideas, without definition ; 
learned, obscure, mystical, and dotibtfid, in which the term Mature 
is 30 generalised aa to supersede Ita orderly use, and a sew one ia 
substituted in Jta loom. In some points it haa affinity with the 
ideas pervading the works of Jafob Behmen, but in no shape 
whatever does it accord with the lucid defiaitiona so admirably , 
developed in Swedenborg'a theology, t 

■ Two fnijnds waited upon Mr. Irvijig aA the cJiurch iu Regent's Snuarejut 
liis Moadaj" nioming meetingSj when tlie gift tif (onguea was discuBaetl— orw 
of tlicm a p(-t pupil (jf Coleridgie — when Ij^'iiig' rose up and aiviil ; ""Von 
p1dloS0|)lieni know nrjUiing aliout tlia matter. Yo-u do not uuderatnllti i(." 
All tllQ time he kept before t!iom hia New TostaJneptj I'Jtli chap, of First 
Epistle lo the Corinthians, from which ha would neither Blir, nor niuve, uui- 
budge ; unit tliia was the whole tlicy got bj their motion. 

t " Spi-ftliiiig of Nature and Will — iii reply to some remark made by tin- 
Rot. Edward Irving ; ' Will/ he sftiJ, ' is n higher faculty than Reason ; lillt *> 
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Ooleridge poseefieeJ unriva.IIed powers of elocution, and rariouB 
learning and e\ten»ive knowledj^e ; lita materials for conversatiun 
■Wtre therefore ftbtmclaot., wliich, lilie ao alami Loll, "wlicn once put 
in QiOtion, ncycr Ceased to pluj uff a Certain set of nnisical idcAs, 
]tri>du(;ilig n speciea of applailae ic tLe Jninda of a eelect few who 
paid tlit^ir idulntrntis fidorfttiona to tlie little deity whom tliej 
delightod to honour. But elocution and rhetoric are not the 
uliaractcriatica of true wisdom ; tlicj are not often aeen togi5tllOT 
in tbg 6&.m& person, but ate ri^ther the distinj^uished (junllties of 
the actor and peTfonuempon the etage.* In souod practical tnOF. 

will IB nori« tliat does not act ; and the highceC ncC of a. Will, wlLicfa ie iIk 
higfapat form of a belngj is to beget being, Thet* mil^ftt thCTefure liftve- PWT 
been the s-oLch tint smd ' 1 m,' and the response ' Aj, Ffttlier, tlinii art, iind 
1 in thei> !' It U die existeniw of a Will t!iR.t constitutes individuality." 

" ' All tliei>log>' dcponds on nmBteriHg the term Na-ture/ says Coleridge— 
ft phrase much extolled Ijv liia iliseiiiles. * Nature,* lie continued ' is rather 
ft-ti tbppelence Co be, tlian lieing i tse1f. Nature is es^tentLally imperfect, and all 
Itt'i- tendencies nl'e, (-ho In speak) to H-uperaede herself.' Tliua the tin of & 
ItHh ie a hand, butnitliout iu usee it only aervoB aa a (in ; but lliens it slioirs 
tbiit aiL imperfectiou boa hegan to \>(; full j and wliich imperfevtiou La r«tiiov«il, 
lunrc or lessj in a hijjhor sf-'alo of ci'wiluroB. Nature Lb tbe ofipoBite to Cofl, 
mid ilCcordinglj- Giiil cannot be seen iii Nuttil* ; but all things are distiuguislv 
nijie by eontraat only, and Iheref'orDj bj- tneaiw of Nature, the idea of its 
iipposiw may Uo oTolvod, wliieh is fjciJ. Now God ia a Spirit, it is iietweea 
ttlese two e|jpoeiW8 of Spirit Utld Nflture that there ie an antagonism, Mlli 
H^hicb existuig in man, explains the priuiriplea of his Btructuro.' " 

"Mp. Coleridge was nest aakeii, 'What then wm the natufo of man beTore 
the fall : how could that be perfect t ' Hie answered, ' It was good, not per- 
fect;' wllji-t its state was, liiiwevei', bpfore the fall, he would not decide. 
' The ai*tc befurc the fiti),' ht? continued, ' is liiat of Ideas, whieEi is ante- 
eedeut to history, tliat dEa.ls with ii period of facts. Will l>t'ing always eascn- 
tislly active, thei^ wte on ctcmal fioBSibilit^ of crefttioOj W^d of all stAtvs of 
hecng ; there was also the possibility of a atate of oompanttive perfeetinn — 
there was one of man's standing ami one of luB falling. Hence in the world 
of ideas there is H. continual proeees of being, and an appetence fur being, 
— Spirit and Nature — wliii-h waa necoaaar^. For no being is ab»o]uto being, 
but that of the Ahsdlute Will, of Gud. 

" • The existence of other being, tlierefol*, could be only rclotive. Nothing 
can be known tn exist but in consequence of some iitber tiling with wbilch it 
i:4 contrasted or eoniparcl. Tlut 't^ similitude Hupposes also a (iie.iimililude. 
Thfii'e mual llierefore, have eve plaa ting ly b&en an anguish, and an agiiuy, and 
ftu etenml baffling, lietween true bcin^ and liiat which waa not true being, but 
was striving to bt-i-omc so. Tbita it 19 said of Satan, ' He waa a liar 'from 
tlie beginning.' 'All tiMJology,' (eonchidcd Coleridge) ' depends on m.aster- 
ing the term, Natm-e.' "' — See NtavuiTu Oroidinn mt i1i£ Dialh of SamvtC 
Taylur Oijkridffe, Enq., pp. 6, 7. 

• " ginco wit and fane;- tini eoeior entertain tn cut In the world thui dij' 
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ledge, — that of common sense and true wisd&m, — he was certainly 

[■"deficient, Rnd tberefore tiot a model for imitatioTi, Different sects 

1 and parties haye claimed liim as their ally, and yet ae oppOijite to 

each other ae darkness is to light,- — demanatratiDg^ that neither oDe 

or the otlier understood his real character.* 

But DOW let us look at some of the practical ends and roaults in 
■which these singular idens temiitiate. Leaving Mr. Coleridge and 
Ills eccentric course, with all his inconaiatencics and detects, let us 
e:[auiine some of the awful delusions of spiritual disease, nuct the 
death entailed upon its aubjects. During the years 183^ to 1838, 
there was a weekly periodical in existence, of a very limited circU- 
latioOr supported hy a select cluss of Idealists and Spirituulists-^ — A 
kind of cominoQ sewee, or outlet, to carry off the secretions of their 
disturhed intellects. It was entitled " The Shepherd; a Critico- 
theological, Socia!, and Miscellaneous Periodical, conducted npou 
principles of Universal Faith or Pantheiam. By the Rev. J, E. 
Smith, A.M., and othera. Under the title, these mottoes were uni- 
formly introduced.' — " All theology depends ou mastering the term 
H'atri.re.^Sainn^l Taylor Coleridge. The liberal man devisCtll 
liberal things, and l)y Uberal things shall he atand.-— Si6?e." 

It would be -worth the trouble to SBCcrtain who were the patrons 
and supporters of tbis periodical, as it might cast some light upon 
oiu- subject. The ahure puhlicatipn was uiiiversal ; it admittod 

bvtb. snd reft! knowledfp?, figurative ajieediet and allusions in lan^iuige ivill 
lutftUy be ailmittiid aij imperfection or ahaai of IC I i;{in.l'@sH, io Ji^cir ureas 
■«'berB w« ECL'k riLihcr pleasure inul deliKliC tlimi mforaiatioti ami ini|irijve- 
incnt, aucl omara-cnts aa are Iiftirowi/J frutu llioni, can scart'e paisM h'f tiiulie. 
Bui yetf '\{ iv'c would apeak of liviiij^ as ihej' Br«, we must fullow that uli tlld 
art of rliotork:, bcaidi^s order and ulearri'^iB, all thi- artificial and ligufative 
applicBlinii of the words eloquence halli invented, are for notliiiig plst but to 
insinuate wning ideas, move tbe pofisions, and tbcreby mislead llic judgUHfat, 
and so indeed aro perrect cheats ; and fhcrcfotCj however kudablc or nlluw- 
Mile oratory may render Ibem in haniiigiics tvud populai' addre^L'e, Ihcy are, 
certainly, iu all diseoureea that pi-L'lend ti> iurijmi or instract, wholly tu bu 
ttvoiJei! ; pnd where tnitJi and knowledge are CTncemcd, ca-unot Ijut be 
tliituglit a gre^C fault either nf the bmguage or person tliat makes ue« of 
ttieni." — Laekt'i SalaT/f vol. ii. cb. x, aei:t. Si. 

• Straiigu as it in.nj' appear, about three years since ttitre «ae nn article 
in the "Christian ClIiBi'i-ver" to lu-ove-thnt Coleridga was orthodox or Bound iu 
hia Taith — that in \ivSvK lie died— *8 if a cliiOTif;e Hi the last ninrnt-nt was a 
correct development of cli&raet^r. The amalltst acqiuiintaiitfe with the theo- 
logy of Swedeuborg, or even of huiuaii nature, is sullicient to correct this 
Absurdity. How vain the (]c«ire!i of tliie tmtucal mind 1 it will -eatch at asumv, 
A fly, or even a gim-l, to attract iicticQ ftud g>un pgipulaplty. 



every Itiud and degt«e of ojii&ioti and doctriue tq>ofi IdeaKtv, 
SpiritUnlity, KnJ Materiality ; a COiifneioit of tOtigiieB in whlcli 
the whole of religion was cojifoimded, tiftil tnaog stwiai eiistewce 
thrcDtoTi^d With a complete dovo-statioii and eWrnal rutti, iu which 
tranBcciidentaliBm whb firatiind foromoBt, and Idoali^taand Siiirilii- 
ali&Ls of nl] forniB, flizea, nnd cIp^^tcob figured nway ; and here tlir 
dah^ipW df Coleridge haJ ths asCclnlancj, Sotne of the distin- 
jsfuiishing qualities of this putUcation tnay be juJgod of hy tW 
candid eonfeaaion of its editor.* It is suffieicnt to ohserve tlwi 
the piinciplea of this aocial hnod wero j^mducilly dcveliiped. But 
what WQ.B the end and aim of the diversified tnlents of the auji- 
porters and eoadjutorB in that piiblieation ? VVhj', a complete 
negntioti and overthrow ; professmg to understand ni>thing, and 
yet attempting to esplain the deepest myeteriea hy a doolile 
thoory^-bipolar — poaitivo and negative — electric and magnetie : 
BO that a new order of society was to bo introduced, eompounded 
of SoTithcotiniis, OweniteB^ the followora of Fourier, St* Simon, 
A»d tlte modern phiioaopherB of the age. under the namea of 
IdealistB and Spiritiialieta. of every class and tribe that could le 
found and collected into one general body. Wo are not, how- 
ever, to be drawn aside and entangled by the name or sanclion 
of Coleridge, or by any Jesuitical tribe under the title of Spiri- 
tual Christianity, profeefiing to give more clear and elevated views 
of Ote doctrinea of correspondency, as explained by Swedenfeorg. 
AH Htich intnidera tvo repudiate and disown, be tltey higb 
or low, rich or poor, learned or aidearned ; against auch principles 
we enter our soleiun protest. We are not aectarians ; we are the 
advocates niid the admirers of tchattaever thitiffs are ^oetf, anii 
irhatsoever things are true, and whatsoever thirtfft are htely and 
of good report. And we hail with delight and freedom the dia- 



• ■• We do not pretend to unierstand anything. Evory sabject wli&tao- 
ever b too lii^h, too deep, and loo broiu},/m- at. But fonunn! iiiio a wodil, 
in which mtu act Uf on certain mixleB of naiBoning, which lU-e tuifiatiefaclorj- 
lo Out mindj we b&ttlc initneiliuiclj' with those liierij like an aiTiimnlcmle 
lliroun inio a gloAS of waivr snioiigBt atlier animalcules of opposite prinviplw, 
and iu doing hu w^ iu>(. frtim (he impulse witliiu, whi>vh iin. our snli? iLUth(>ritV. 
TLai impuleo witliin i« ilie jirt-fervin,-* wp give tn a mody itf rea,iii!ijiis. which 
beginfl Tij refaniing exifHene*; of every kind aiiil degree aa a *' |ierfee( unity," 
and. niaking this nuity {Cod, -or nature, -nr bulh,) rpHponsible rorovBry niodb, 
the cauBo of every miido. We regard nature, tlierefore, as raci'e]/ the 
sensufil manirL'Ktaditn -af Gnd. ; its mcdsi aru penxhatile, liut it» |Kiwtir, or 
dh-iua energy, is impeviBlLable, ot eternal.' —S/iep/rfrtl, JvUy 29, IBSj. 
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celery of wLat is truly good and at^iritiml, under any u&tue dc 
cla«6r or of ati^ denominbtiou of Obristiaus, bqcG rejoii^e in ite 
manifoatatiotis. * Wc reject all evil aa sins aginat God, and all 
evil doci'B.t " Ttc life of religion ia to de good, "because doing 
good, and tliinting good, form a one, "J 

" " The great idea on mhii'h human cultivation eHpecJiLlly dcpcnilaj is that 
of God, {as rcvEa.Led iii Mb Word]. This is tiie corK^eiitratioTi of all thnt is 
heaatihi, glorious, holy, bl^ss^d. It tmnscends iiDniGasiirs.bIy in. worth and 
iignity r][ tlie science treasured u'p m '?3'(;lopH!diiLa or libmrice ; nnd tbie may 
t>e nnfoldcd in the poor as truly b£ in the rich. It ia not lui idea to bt' 
elabolAt^ hy HtudioB, which «an be pursued ouly in kisure ot hf Opul-eQCe. 
Its i;leiin;iits luelong tu every soul, and are especiaJly lo be found iji our 
morBl na-tiirs, in the idea of duty, in the ff-elinR (if reTeruni'*, in tlie apjirov- 
ing sentence wiiii-h we p^e on virtue, in our disinterested affections, ajid in 
tha waaits uml Mfitrstiitns which oan-y us towftrde the iufinite. There is trat 
Doeiray of uiit'diltii^ tliese gemi» of the idea of Gud, aaid thai is fiuthfulneiw 
to the beat convictions of dnty and of tlie divine will, which we h&ve hitherb) 

^ned. Gi>d id to 1)6 known by olKilieUCe, by likeness, hy sympathy ; that 

19, by mnra] meanf}, wliicli are optvii alike to rich and poor. Many a man of 
ecience lia!; nnt Iniown liim, The priile of $;cieiice, like a thick cload, baa 
hidden fn^n:! the philosopher tlie apiTitual eun, tlie only true light ; ajid for 
want of this quickening r£.y, he hs^a faliea in (Milture &r, very far, below Ull' 
fOov.'^^Ifr. t'ftjijimnj^'s IVtrrkt, vol. i., p. 23i. 

The works of Dr. Clianaing evian? a Bpiritnal mind ; many principles of 
tmth&ndgoodneAsarr^adrairobly set forth, and iUuetrated in a very uncomnion 
manner. In this (|UQtatioii liberty la taken to add the sentence between 
bracket^, as being neces-sary to preserve and correct tlie paragraph. 

+ " When men iu gcaeral eball bo eareful in t!ie selection of their associ- 
ates, they will likewise be careful in eeaj-chihg out the principIeE which 
habituaJly frovem the CMirluct of thoM with whoin they will be desirous nf 
oonniecting tbemaeivea, and in thereby aseei-tainuig the sjihere willi wbicli 
they will te likely tu cotne into contact. Now cliurct:imeii eBpeeJsJly will act 
up to their heavenly priiidplM ; tlicy will te mutioua how they form 
conncctiona with tliost- wIiobc ejdiere might liitider their progrcsa in the 
regenerate life. They will remember that ar\ evil gphei'e imiucnscly, though 
indirectly, increases (lie power of evjj spirits. Mid ])roportionfilly diminishes 
angeUc intiueiicea. They will, tlierefore, hy the ai(3 of the superior light 
with which tbey ai-e hlesfsedj oarefu!ly sift the principlfla wliich a<^tuat« tJiose 
by whom they are siirmunded, not only out of the church, but eBpeciaEly 
within its bosom. So will tbey more rapidly B^vEince in the reflenemte lifp, 
and bo blessed, boUviii (h>s world and thfitwhieh is w corao."— /w, JJi5>..vol, 
t-,N,S., iQiVip.SlO. See the whole of tiiQ above valuable paper oti " Moiur 
Contact." 

X " Faith and tinQx are a one. ThJi ia the roaaon why the nncienta, 
wlio wore acmstonked to think of truth from affection mueh more than the 
moilcrus, instead of faith used the worii trutli ; and fnr die same reason, in 
the Hebrew lan^iage, trutli and faith are expreeae-l by one and the arnne 
Wfiifd, aaiD.c\y,Amwn-a or Amen." — l>i)i'l. Faiih, a. S. 
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There are two principles upon irhich Emanuel Swedenborg hj» 
a great atrcas. na to tbcir practical IsBuenO'e on the circle of inui'» 
bigter dcatiaation and preparation for the eternal wopU: N'^a- 
tive and Affirmative i tbe one leadiug its disciples to every kiild of 
folly aad madnesa, but the other to every kind of iutelligvace and 
wisdom, Tliej who think from whut is negative only, conault- 
ing things ratjonal, Bcicutific, and pblioBopliical, do but pluugc 
tbemeelveg into darkness when Bcpar&ted from the light of revelt 
tiou ; and the pcogressioo sUo iDcreases until tbo tromplote nega- 
tion of all things Is the final result. The rooson unsigned by 
b.\JDX is — Tbftt from things inferior no one cnn comprehend things 
superior. In such ca^es, intoxioAtioa and delusion, in tilings 
apirituttl, cdesiial, and divine is the termination; because the 
divine light bo far tmneceuda tbo underatanding when under the 
intltieaoe of tbts negative &tatc, that all things arc involved in the 
working of its operation. But tbey who think from the affirmative, 
may, however, ponfirm themselves in things spiritual, eeleatial, 
aad divine, aa affording them fyller and more extensive ideas,* for 
these are as bo many containing vessel* for their reception. Wo 
long aa the negative prevaiU, donbta coneemtng life frpni the Lord 
cannot he removed. t For tlie rational mind is opened in proportion 
interiorly as it sees truths from the Word. J And bo far as a ma.i| is 
spiritual ia ho rational, and no more ; but tlio riitionfl.1 man ia not 
always epiritual.§ For theae principles- considered plironologically. 
iu luau's mental organisatioOfLave distinct powers of development, 

Js it not truly wonderful, that the writer of the tracta on 
"Spiritual Christianity," should continue like a sparrow alone 
upon the houae-top, always chirping and chirping the aame note! 
Ilaa be never read whut Swcdenborg ha.a written on the distincr- 
lious between real and apparent truths? Can it be supposed that 
be ia totally devoid of oDderstanding, or that his mental elevatlonB 
have carried him away captive beyond the human houndary of 
time and space, and thrown his minil into a pit of sceptical doubl 
and darkness ? Possibly it may be so. If it is so, he ia the object 
of pity, and of compassion, and of tender sympathy, One thing is 
certain, that he tndnlgpa in a revelry of the imagination or aome- 
thing like it, and tliat Le seems anxious that bts friends and 
admirers should follow his example. || 



A. C,,25ea, t lb., G479. f A, 11,, 911. { Ap.Ex,. S69. 

-" Out of l1i6 gbsGurity uf thU seasuAl iubyriullb, Swedepturg lias ^d^n- 
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■ • Instead, however, of (iBeeiiiling beyond the limita of time aud 

■ Bpace, WQ arc taught to deBcend to a lower basis, gvcel to the 
literal test,* aud when we endeavour to ascend, to proceed accord- 

ting to order, and to rise by the laws of a divine analogy, and of 
correspondency by certain fixed principles, to the more elevated 
perceptions of the interior truths of the spiritual sense, as illiia- 
trated and confirmed by like spintnal ideas, which cnn be triiced 
throughout the holy writing-s, comparing scripture with scripture, 
by which meana ita harmony and correspondency is opened and 
demonstrated,! 



voured, and euccossfully endes.voiirei3, if w^ on OUT pftTtS AFe disposed lu fol- 
l«w bis directioDS, to oxtricate t3ie miud. He no where eudcavt)Ui» U d«ter 
hia render froUl tho invcstigaition, by representtnj; the rayaiery bS pl&ced Wl 
a height whit-h we can never hope to reach, and as tf Lt were ddngerous even 
to make the attcmjit, but deapaii' of gueoci^ sliould be followed by doubt and 
donjol. fj'o t Ho sh-uwB thut the danger Uc-a not in l&kmg tlio right poih, tut 
ID taking the ivTong, He would turii th-erefore our steps from thflt dark 
maze, towards wliich thej are Dflturally directed, BJid would lead us l)y a 
gentle aud yet iiiviEonitiug ascent to an einhieuce, where, in a brighter atmo- 
sphere, we wwald find every otijeet cleaj aad be-antiful before UB."^jS^inVttoi 
ChnfHtnily, p. 57. 

• Such wnMrs uic) teflcliers, who fly B6 high, would find tiieir account in 
taking a few le&aoiiB of Mr. Samuel WiLnBRStis, tliC inventor of Infant 
TroJnifig, or in Btudyiog his work entitled " A iSyst^ni for tho Education uf 
tlio Young— 18-10." 

t " Wtiatcver ia said in the Word conceminj; places and spaces, atiil frotn 
thera and by them, is an appearuitct of friifft, and unless it waa efWiken by 
«ucli appearance, it woalit ia no wise be reucived, oor.sequeutly it woutd 
scarcely be accounted of aity reality, fur the idea <>f tjun^e and of (itat it In 
almntttand inevtry pavtici^ar andsinffa!ar thm^ uf man's thm.i}ht- fMmjigh.it 
abode \n ike viorld, that is, k limg ae iteii itttpact and tUtu, Tliat in the 
Word it 16 spoken according to the appearancea of sjkftiie, is evident from 
almost every particular and singular thing which it coulains, as in Mattliew ; 
^ Uqw (hen dotk Havid in gpirit mli kim Lord, saying— Th Lard mid aiifo 
mj Lo-rd, fit thou on my Hght hand, tili Inmhe thine ensmics thy foamualV 
Ch, XXiLi V. 43, 14 ; where to ait on the right hand ia apolien from idea of 
pjfKC, tliUH according to appearance' ; whoti, nevcrtliele&s, it is a state uf the 
Divine Power of the Lord, wliich ia llius described. So aguin, Jesus said, 
' Hereafter shall y& see the Son of Man Ktting ifn (he i-inhi hand af poieer. 
Mid tfuniinjj in Ike cloudt of keaivn.' — Ch. xsvi., v. 6+ i vvliere to ait □□ the 
light handj and also come 'upon the clouds, ate in like manner cxpresaiona 
grounded in tlie idea of place with men, but in tlie idea of the Lord's JWWeP 
with, the augols. So in Matthew i 'The so'iisof Zebedoe said to Jesua, Orunl 
unto M, that ire aKiynr,'mfonth}jrig}tt hajid, and thf ^tlttr i»i (fiyUft Kand,ia 
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It is kmcntalile to tliiiik over the miatakcB and ciTnira of luaukind 
— apparently proceeding from the aingular desire of mental elcTntion 
—a desire to BBcend nbove the stars. It is a. common mistake, nnd 
in profassed teachers otigLt to he avoided and reprolmted, TliOBC 
who desire eiieh atrtifidal diatinetiotia in genera] fail, and mias the 
mark at whicli they aim-^foi" they shoot over the heads, either of 
thfrir h-eart-re or voftderB, wlio cannot comprehend their meaning, 
and who, if they can ndmire, do not understand.* The teacher 
must condescend to the level of those who are to be taught- — else 
his labou!' is epcnt in vain. The attempt to explain fl^fB^;ult and 
ahatract points of doctrine requires much nioro caution as to 

haii cfinccniinp the Lord's feingdom, vie., tliat it was to sit on die rigttt tiaiiil 
ami 013 tlip Ifft ; (ind BiDcc thev hadsufh an iJfA, tJie Lord ajiswered them 
Kucordiii|j to tliGiP apjirelieiisiotis, tliuB iwcoriling to what appeared to tliem. 
So in llns Psaliue we rood : 'WfiiVft is as a brldnjivom {;irai.^'ng nut of hit i^htimv 
B«r, mtd n^oifdh iM « i^ronff man ta rmi a i'chm. ffi£ ffsinff forth ii jrm 
tfu!aid nf]tf.avffit.,av.dhitcii'ixit nnito ffii&iaf-6fU.' — Cli.xix.tV. b,6.; sjiea^ng 
cir tlie Lord, whoBe divine power is described hy eiieh things s.e re 1 Ate ta^qjACe. 
So Isaiah — ' Sojc art thou faUen frrnn hfaven, Lucifer, sun. of the nuMti* 
ifirf ' For iltQTi haM sffijcj it Oiy At'art, I W'U iMCPud iinto the heat'ois, I infl 
exah my tlirime aiwe tliB etara of f?0(!,' — CU, xiv., v. 1^, 13 ; where to fft!l 
fram heaven, to ascend uutu the hcavt'iis, to exalt the throne abov^ tlie stars 
of hcflveiii are uJI e-xpresH]oiM groiiaded in the idea of ^parr or iilai}r,hy wltich 
self-tore profftiiiug holy things Lb deso^bed. Since cekstiul tuid Bpirituat 
(hinge ara jiresiejitcd Ijcforc man by savh tbings as appear, and accordiug to 
Huth iliingn, heavtii aJso ia desi'riljeil aa being on liigli, when yet it is not on 
higb, but within, or in ao internal fiart." — Arcana CikgCia, 33H7. 

" Esaential divine tnitha cannot be compreii ended hy any angel, mucli 
loss by njiy man, anee they exceed every faculty of llie understanding both 
nf niGD mid angels. In ordor, Ihercfore, to have cunjunctlon wUti thu Lord, 
tmEha divine flow in vrith them in appearances, audi ua cmi be Tcccived uid 
acknowledged, which is effected in ft uuuiuer iu)ei]uat« to tlis comptthcnaion 
of ever;- one."— -1. C, 5W2. 

" Must lliingg in tlie itaturrf O-p literal BCnse of tlie Word are goods and 
tnitha dothed, and only some of them aiaJtcd, as in the Bpiritual sense ; such 
as are clothed nj^ called apiieiLmuces cif troth. The Wiird in the ultimate 
IB hke n man clothed with (Lgnmioiit, but naked aa to tlie ftwe tihd liB.a(]s, 
atid wh.ero the Word is thns natied, there ifa goods and truths appear naked 
as in liea,vpn, or a^ l]iqy tre in its BpiritiiB-l eeP-se. It ia possible, thep-efoJS, 
from the liieral sen&e of [lie Wjrd, that the doctrine of genuine goud and of 
genuine truth may be seen by those who are eiilijjUtfiied from the Lord, 
and Hliiy bo confmnerl by thoat- who iii* not 80 ; for the liteml aenae ia 
nceninmodated to tlio simple-mindLid — tliv iimple in faith and id heart, wlio 
cannot be elevnted nbovo it," — Ap. Ex., 778. 

* A pepuliir prcathur of the Lnpt ngi?, wbn, for many years, Bcldoni hud 
letiB than two thousa.nd heftrers, onee raid to me, in relation to hie- con- 
gregaliooj ■" The more they admire, tlie less they seem to underBtand." 
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plaiiiuese atid siiiiplicity of ityie, as we!) aa a. &tate of tnind simple 
and equftlly humble, both, as a ground of reception and as to 
the poirer of oomtnunication. Some parta of the literal text of the 
Xcw Testament, on this account, have often been misrepresented 
by senaual and dOrporeal tninda, who hoTe, tLi'Ough igniiranee and 
the perverseness of infidelity, ijeen usable to cotuprehetid the pro- 
found wisdom which ia lat«nt therein. And some can admire the 
cliftfl" and tliG liusli, although they cannot digest or ri?lieh the 
kernel. Thoj can admire the poeticn) Eucubratioria and wild 
efFiiaions of a Coleridge, while the literal text of the Word of 
God — or even the wordB of the Lord himself, as brought 
down from heaven to man in etatos of condescension and of 
infinite love — theae are treated either with derision, scorn, or 
conteuipf. Let us talce an example for our consideration, in proof 
of tliia assertion : it shall he in what ia called the Lord's Prayer, 
Nothing; can ho more simple, yet nothing ao profound. It is aim- 
pie and yet it ia sublime, It ia Biihhme becnuae it is simple. 
Before it can rise in our admiration, we must examine it in its 
lowest form, ita peculiar adaptation to the infautile mind ; 1>ut ns 
the mind opens, and ia capacitated to receive and to understand it, 
t!ie depth and profundity of thought which ia latent within, 
begins to be developed. The Lord's Prayer, in every word and 
ill every expression, is a continent of thbgs infinite and divine. 
Every propo&ition is a universal, which admits of division and of 
atih-divisioH into an infinite variety of particuJara, and these again 
are capahle of a progreaa ad infinitum. Thia wonderful and divine 
composition contains within its hoaom all that the Infinite Mind 
can bestow, and aJl that the 6nite mind ean poBsihly receive, and 
in progressive harmony with the eeta-blished laws of operation in 
creation, redemption, and providence. It contains all and everything 
tha,t we ought to wish for or to desire — and all tliat we ought to 
eipect or to anticipate. It is so aimplo, that a child can utter it 
and, to a certain extent, receive and comprehend it — and it ia eo 
profound, that the higheat angel in heaven can never fully explore 
its cndlosB varieties of wisdom, while it contains all that they require 
(or use and for devotion,* 

• In the Lord's Prayer — " Tide tliiiui;s whicb precede reign in those things 
which MlDw.aiid ;bo in the whole BeHus ; ihvy coiii^tilute a enlumji increas- 
ing from the highest to Ihe lowest, in the interiors of which arc the tilings 
^Aiiicb pi-eeede in (he ieriea j what isfirvt therein, thiBiatnmoBitj&iidwh&t sue- 






This. IB truly a mftffelloiig diBcovery ! the "Word of God is 
capable of an interior develojufletit. By uraetical and daily use, 
and a life in harmony with its preecptB, it opens to the liuman 
mind its richest treastiros iti agreement with lawa of an esta- 
hlished order. The clcateBt manifestations of Deity in harniuay 
with the Divine attrihutes arc now laid open and fully demon- 
strated. For this woiaderfiil distovery we are indebted, under 
Diviae ProTidenee, to the theological writings of Emanuel Sweden- 
borg. Since the incarnaticin and gloritication of the Lord, the 
glimmerijigs of this light had been grajlually preparing and 
unfolding in the mid^t of confiioting agenc-iea of eloud and 
darkueas, of mystery and ecror. It waa reserved, however, to the 
preseiit age for its brighter manifestation.>!, previoualy announced 
in prophetif langnoge, aa the seeond coming of the Lord in glory 
and in powoj-. It is in this manifest at ion that the latter day 
glory chiefty conaiats^ It was t« be in the age of science as her 
attendant handmaid. When natural theology had discovered 
some of her secret treasurca. when these were again illustrated 
and eonfinned by the uses of the niicroacopo, and the interior 
wrtiidera f idly developed; it was then that Swedenborg'a theology 
appeared and preacnted a hey to unlonlt the hidden science of 
the Sacred Scriptures, hy an incrcaaed power of illummatii 
unauspccted, and before utiktiown. 

That the eonsUmmatioD of the age, or the end of the eh 
18 come is &Uo evident. Tbe necessity for a new dispensation or 
a new order of things jg equally apparent. We bear much nbout 
the gospel, but the gospel is liUe & treasure bid in a field ; It is Lo 
here, Lo there, and Lo everywhere, all looking without and none 
looking within, and none looking to the cultivation of the heart 
and the regulation of the life. 

The gospel which the Lord himaelf, as Jehovah God, proclat _ 
to tiian in states of incarnation, has been annoiuieed by himself. 
Where ia it to be fuund ? — the answer is simple and easy, — it is 
contained in the fom- Evangelista. Bnt who believoa the report ?-— 
Are not ite principles ftil]y dlftcovcred ?- — ^Likc Peter and lite Paul 

coedfiio order, iJiisaddn itaelf t« tlie inmost BuecesBive!y,ttuJ tltcreby incr^seft. 
What IB inmdst reigns universally ifl Uiosa Ihta^ wliicli are ruund about, 
tUbt ia in all uin.l in every iwi'tictilar thiikg, for hence it ia i^ssentlal to the 
exietGnc© of all "—A. C, 8064. 

" It is in t'DDstant Met witli the anj^els, and it nerves^ the index of their 
thoughts HJid offeL'tioua." — A. Ji , Ua9. A. C, -1047, 
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■ every man htks hm own gospel. *' Eyes have they yet they aee 
not,* ears have thQjbut they hear not,"t — the words of the Lord 
himself — these are spirit &aA life ; simple, yet profounci ; full of 
wisdom and full ef love : but who Beets to understand the go&pel. 
and where is it to be sought for ? Who searches out for the 
liiddeu treasure ? — comparatively few indeed. Instead of studying 
the foui' gospels with profound reverence and attention, one class 

tia seeking the gospel in stupid uiummcrieB and the grossest super- 
stitioT))i ; another class is seeking it among Lriars and thorns and 
thistles, whieh sprang up in the darkest ages, under the namee of 
Echolfiatic and dogmatic theology J, And a third class is seeking 
it hy an inward light and sparks of their own. We read in tlie 
Gospels; On ikese iwo comniandmenfs hang all the UitP and the 
prophet?, LoretotheLord and /ove tovarsl our neig^/iQur. — Matt-^xii, 
37—40, Jf any jaan mil do Hit mil hs ffta/l hwiP oft/ie doctrine 
irtiether it be of God, — John vii, 17, Such passages as these are 
siiople, plain, and obvious, hut who regard? theuj ? — -who pays any 
attention to them ? — rather, are they not eiciuded, as primary prin- 
ciples, from the gospel altogether. § 

These remarks may appear irrelevant, but they 61* not so ; 
they illustrate the views which are felt to he the defectil of this 
writer in the want of simplicity and integrity and praetical use, 
in regard to Swedenhorg's theology. He appears to be willing 
Iq adopt his discoveries, and niaheg great use of them, more par- 
ticularly in relation to the " Treatise on Heaven andi Hell," amo«t 
extraordinary book, a book of mental discipline. It abounds in 
Jiractieal points and uses, far deeper and more profound thali 
what appears from a slight inspection and superGciiil reading. It 
is equally aimplc and profound. The firat thirteen sections are 
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* Elfft, ill tlie Word, signify the understanding, and eyfJijrAi intelligeni?e,'— 
A.R. 4R. 

+ Eur cflrrespoTiila tc olicdience.^ J . C. 4326. 

I In tSie energetic language of t Hip late Robert HaU, "a nontinaU&fniHd.." 
It will i-erjuiK a InDg linie gradually toTemov-e it, bat it muat bo remnveii 
lipfore we can tiave i:k'»n str&etS- 

g Dr. Campljell on the Four Gospela. An exKllcnt booli for the tme 
CtiriFiian, who is in tlie spirit of inquiry and aeartli after truth Ab to 
COnimciitatorB, in general, Hehrew And Greek Lyexicims are Ihs best flf «im- 
mentaries. Tlie- w orka of Emanuel SweiJenborg will amijly anpply the l&ck 
of all [tierest. 



a sorlea of introdiiictorif prdblems. Like the eftrij theorems 
Euclid, they ouQ^ht to he fc-ad, well digested, and jireserred in t 
memory; they ate introditotory and necessary tf> all the rest. 
couT^rsation with a genllecaan of loug staDdiiig in the in 
church, and deeply acquainted with tlie writings of Einan 
Swcdenborg, I reoiarked that it ap[>ejlt'ed very astoiilshing to me 
liow any simple and honest mind «&uld read that hook without 
giving its ai^sent to it, and feeling convinced of its truth, m it 
cuuld not he rejected — aucli an air of tnithfulness pervndea the 
whole: he repliedj "I don't helieve that any mau^ with on 
interior desire in a search after truth, ever read that book ca: 
fully through who waa not convinced of iCB truth." 

But the writer on Spii-itual Chriafiaiiity perverts these diacoveriee 
to hia own private qsq, to the circulation of a prceoneeivod and 
indigested system of a false and dangerona philosophy, hy mixing 
up a few of Swedenborg's terms, and phrases, as a colouring 
to hia private opiniona ; wliJle he pours contempt upon his divine 
illumination and of all that k beavcnty and euhlime in hia 
doetrines. Rogardleas of all truth. Lo amalgamates his opinions 
with the common herd of Pantheists. Let the "TractB on Spiri- 
tual Christianity" lie the criterion. Mark the passages taken 
from Swedeatorg, examine their aourcea, and see with what inge- 
nuity he can mangle and destroy them, The livery of the servant 
is not that of the maater whom he professes to serve. It is 
hie own ; he is deficient in that simplicity of style and maimer 
which is tho characteriatic of hia master: he dun't understand 
him. l^lien be attempts to rise ahove analogy and correspon- 
dency, the involution of hie thought &4?i]|uires a complete negation ; 
it ia a BubatAuee without a form; there is no humility, no prae- 
tieal end or purpo&e : hia illu&trations are perfisctly uiii>|ue ; aud the 
whole of the commentary originatCB, and ends inpropn'Km. To see 
tliia pri}priiim in our&^lveB is the first step in adrnnce tow, 
the teniple of wisdom. 

From the eisuniiiFit-ipii that we have made of the opinions of tLe 
writer of the " Family Eeeord," and the "Tracts on Spiritual 
Chrifl-tianity,'' some desultory remarks are offered very freely, ^s 
they arise in the mind by a review of the wliole. Two inquLiiea 
have saggusted thcmaelveH to the mind— 1st, As to the writer's 
intention : 2dly, Aa t-o the uaea for which these novelties are de- 
signed. The answer to these inquiries will, for tLe present, ter- 
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tninate our labours. The anawer to the Gmt imjuiry, is very dffli- 
colt to give, seeing we can only form conjectures at rondom from 
fallnciea of outward appearance. Being in the [mrsiiit of truth, 
(itiA (lesirotia of asaisting oiic friends ra the attainment of the same 
ijbject, ■we shall fearlessly express our opinions drawn only from 
conjectural appearances. It is — that there ia a latent eiin'ent 
behind. The end and object of the writer ja douhtfiil — difficult 
to asceTtain, It is probable and not impossible that it may be a 
tffttiaCendental project. Having leisure and independence, he 
wished to make some experimental trials on the mcmbera of the 
new eburcli, — to try how f'al' tliese infant inatitutiona were rapahle 
of receiviiig this novel theory, since ho Lad been so easily and 
strongly pcrauaded in hU own mind to adopt, it. Fascinated by 
the hypothesis of Berkcilov, he has pushed hia inqiurica aiaong' 
German metaphjaieians ; it is therefore only a matter of amaae- 
mcnt or of epecalation wth him — "t.«. one animalcule battUng with 
another animalcule ;" and my reason is, that I cannot per^atte 
myself t5iot any man seriouslj in seaTcli after tnith, could ever 
have written these commontarics on Swcdenborg'e theology. 

What are the uses of these novelties in theology ? What is their 
practical end ? We nnawor, 1st, In their permisision for the purifica- 
tion of the church individually and so^ciaUy; ami 2dly, For the con- 
<}cmnation of the erila in wliich they originate, the end of which 
ia attended with unhappy results hereafter. Swcdenho-rg observes, 
that few persons among professing ChristianB believe in the life 
after deaths or if they profess t& receive the doctrine, that they 
do not realise it, and practically receive it : — that among the 
Infcmals, there are a great many who are skilful and profound 
theologians : that many can ascend into heaveidy light, ivliose 
affections and pasaiona are not changed, or renewed, or regenerated 
for the life to come — that there are states of profanation of a most 
grievous kind — "at one time in a, state to believe, and at another 
time to disbelieve."* Esnmples of this kind freq^uently occur in 
the niemorablo relations of our author ; from which he shows the 
very dangerous Btates of auch aa can aceptieally aport with divine 
and holy things. What then is the final terminus of these sportu 
of an atheistical pbiloaopty 'i It is, that its votaries will ultimately 
find themaelvea seated on the cross benches, with a Pa\"id Hume, 
or a Richard Carfile, or some society of coniideto negation ; in 
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whicb aach characters, by tbe laws of a spiritual affiliation, are 
compelled to abide. To tiie membera of tbe new churcli I would, 
therefore, roost seriously address and conclude in the words of an 
Apostle : Beware lest any man spoil you,* through philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, ajier tAe rmiments of 
the Korld, and notafier Christ. — Col. ii. 8. 

* Make a prey of you. 



THE END. 



LONDOIT : 

nuDBURT tna wvttit, piiiimiu, wuirtrarAM. 
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